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The fourth issue of the Algerian Journal of Political Sciences and

International Relations gave the opportunity to Algerian researchers as
well as to foreign scholars to contribute with various studies and analysis
in the field of politics and international studies.

The content of this issue is divided into five main categories includ-
ing articles, studies, conferences, book reviews and new publications.

The first part contains several articles dealing with different
political topics. The first article aims to examine Russia’s foreign policy
from 1994 to 2014, the author explains how Russia came back to the
world scene after Vladimir Putin’s rise to power, concluding that Russia
is becoming again an influential power in world politics, with a great
role to be played. In the same vein, and in the context of the rise of
new centers of power, the following article is devoted to the non-polarity
approach in the study of the international system, which assumes that
the main characteristic of the twenty first international system is to
be a non-polar one characterised by numerous actors possessing and
exercising several kinds of power, and challenging, in a globalised world,
the Nation State traditional monopoly. This idea is widely examined in
the third paper which tries to analyse the effects of globalisation on the
Nation State sovereignty, and the pressures it endures from market forces
and increasing actors on the international scene leading to question the
concept of Nation State sovereignty. Always in the context of state, the
last paper seeks to examine the state building-peace building nexus in
the Horn of Africa arguing that a contradiction characterises the nexus,
at least initially, concluding, however, that inclusive and democratic state
building could in the long term, mitigate conflicts and promote peace
building.

The second part of this issue is constituted of two studies; the
first one is an analysis of Algeria’s strategy towards the recent events in



the Sahel region. The author highlights the fundaments of this strategy,
arguing that the algerian security perception towards the Sahel-Sahara
is based on the reliance on the country’s own capabilities, cooperation
with neighbouring States and on the opposition to foreign military
intervention. The study emphasises the fact that Algeria’s strategy
aims at reaching a political solution based on the policies of national
reconciliation and inclusive dialogue between the parties implicated in
these conflicts. On a completely different topic, the second study explores
the multi-faceted subject of the social security system in Algeria. It
underscores that this system has not known a mutation yet, remaining as
it was instituted in the mid 1980°s, and that its unique challenge seems to
be that of sustainability.

The third part is dedicated to Professor William B. Quandt
conference presented at the Faculty of Political Sciences and International
Relations and entitled “Obama’s Middle —East Challenges”. It gives a
critical view of Obama’s policy in the Middle-East, by explaining, first,
the content of his initial agenda for the region before analysing the
main categories of impediments that prevented him from achieving his
ambitious goals.

The book review of this issue presents Jean Francois Bayart’s
book entitled:” L’Etat en Afrique: La Politique du Ventre” or “The State
in Africa: the Politics of the Belly”.

Finally, the last part is devoted to present the recent publications
of the faculty’s teaching staff: The first one is a book written by Pr Ameur
Mosbah entitled “Societal Security in the Setting up of New International
Relations: Discussion of the Theoretical Patterns”, while the second one
is the book of Dr Abdelhalim Ghazli whose title is “American Foreign
Policy towards Africa”.

The Editing Committee



