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In summary, the historian necessarily needs to use all the available cognitive and
source mechanisms to complete the desired picture of a certain past. Perhaps the
books of travelers and ancient geographers, along with their recorded observations,
are the best aids in this process. If we wanted to know the reality of what the Central
Maghreb was like in the third century AH and compare it with the reality of the same
regions in the following century (the fourth century AH), we only need to delve into
what al-Ya'qubi said in his book Al-Buldan and what Ibn Hawgqal said in his book
Surat al-Ard about each city or village.
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