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Paolo Fernando de Moréas Farias, Histoire Contre Mémoire Epigraphie, Chroniques, Tradition
Orale et Lieux d’Oubli dans le Sahel Malien, Rabat, publications de l'institut des Etudes

Africaines, 1993.
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Abstract:

The Malian part of the Sahel contains important medieval epigraphic sites, of which the
best known are at £ssuk (Tadmakkdt) in the Aday-n-Ifoyas, and at Saney, Gao (Gawgaw or
Gaawo), and Bentiya (Kukiya), in the Niger valley. Some of the epigraphic evidence from
Saney is published here for the first time. Textual evidence which may refer to Saney, and
which is found in the Sonoy (Songhay) kinglists, is also analysed here for the first time. This
lecture discusses the clash between the modern historian's aims and the constructions
brought forth by social memory. It argues for the pursuit of «warp-like» historical

reconstructions wherever the «weft» of the past s irretrievable.

Keywords : memory, epigraphic, Oral narration, Tadmakkat, Gao Saney, Songhay, Kukiya
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(M-P.Nora (éd), les lieux de mémoire,3 tomes, 7 volumes, Paris: Gallimard, 1984-1993. (voir tome |, La
République, XIV).

@. P.F. de Moraes Farias, " Text as Landscape", contribution au Joint African History Seminar de la

Schoole of Oriental and African Studies and de I'Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University Of
London, le 18 Novembre 1992.
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(-P.F. de Moraes Farias, "The Oldest extant writing of West Africa: Medieval epigraphs from Issuk, Saney
and Egef-n-Tawaqqast (Mali)," Journal des africanistes, 60: 2. (1990) p: 65-113.
@_ Tarikh al-fattash [ca:1664], éd et tr :0. Houdas et M. Delafosse (réimpression de I'édition 1913-1914),
Paris, Librairie d'’Amérique et d'Orient Adrien Maisonneuve, 1964. et al-Sa'di [ca:1655], Tarikh es-Soudan,
éd et tr :0. Houdas er £ Benoist (réimpression de |'édition 1898-1900), Paris, Librairie d'’Amérique et
d'Orient Adrien Maisonneuve, 1964.
®)- Mauro Nobili, Catalogue des manuscrits arabes du fonds de Gironcourt (Afrique de I'Ouest)
de I'Institut de France, Roma :Istituto per I'Oriente C.A. Nallino, 2013. et: La collection de manuscrits 4
I'Assemblée Nationale, Niamey, République du Niger.
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S). Rasmussen, «Ritual Specialists, Ambiguity and Power in Tuareg Society», Man n.s. 27:1 (1992), p:
105-28.

111



3l Aigaiud — 2Dl pslall y3lall ae A dnaly Agedlud¥! 5ylianlly olsYl Alome

ISSN : 1112-4628, EISSN : 2588-2449
2021 4 26 3= 13 ;i

2 Jso Lesd e Lt rosass @1 (i) psball pamy (8) B s Zbasay 6
Aakd

des Soninké Susudl Logass) Joludl dhie 3 lasizs duc ol I olai ¢ Ll
les Bamana ou /Ll ol Lledls Mandenka ou Malinké/éﬂll\ji (gl
JL dlasy ggaadl ol bads (e ciSes Tu> Aeddie Sluwhe ey «Bambaras
& Byituns cilasize oo Lyzdll sda J2¥ Ljale ST LT ol LiSey laeizll sda (225
o0 Ogeaiis Sl ol @lad (=i pzmidl e Bllanil Aalaie Ul 48 @bl (o 3T 3blie
dee die Y e cgliadd (S IMIL Gslaye O dsaddl wllgy)l Lass 3 cligud
Juol (o 339 s Dy illg 1528 Ziwe 111493 Liws (o O oS> sl Jo¥ dame Liau!
Y 2 o Siises

Lis 009 «aligb Bus e Aakailly ladie; ©F dage 23l adlgn Buc D529y Ha¥1 (3lazy : LWIG
sladiul oy @] 4,35 a8lsll sda o aas Lding ole «Gilas cBaaad 13 hoaill lu dagud adlga
dpall SLLSY e Aol de cldaas W puay dule Se Lo oF Y] ((olS IS0 e 535w Lo

Zepuzd) gyl 4l 1 ssady clawgdl 5all # 555 &)

Shsaill o Laez @8 @l @l ds> leslall ol of miasl gosll Las s gud ST
ez LS o LS e Lagemss &ls oSy ¥ ctgaddl udladlly cdleadly 4,59 clalads s
Ahiay (elegarl-0olb3l gl wed s J) 28LaYL e Aumal ol Jalll i o0 s
de lels 35 albSs auly oSl 73 Sldes Slus¥l Joladl il e Callaasl
oSJy tosull Aolill Lgadll Sllo)ll 3 aad uad liag ccudsll yoper Cipdl (J1 Sla sy
oSaz ¥ 5,515 el Balel (e Joad G 5380a5 il Lin 3gumally (giSll 33lisll 3 syl
Ao rwosll Gogadl Slidaaa (g L ededll LI

M Tarikh al-fattash, 1964, p: 11,94, 155, 14,177, 276.

@_P.F. de Moraes Farias, "The Oldest extant writing”, 1990.
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113



3l Aigaiud — 2Dl pslall y3lall ae A dnaly Agedlud¥! 5ylianlly olsYl Alome

ISSN : 1112-4628, EISSN : 2588-2449
2021 4 26 3= 13 ;i

die S G 3leY B ygu o 123121 S 3 8ylell Byl 2iad J) 5)La) § Gpe 99
NECOAIVEN|

e ydo Jib G 05858 a5 @ OF (G ool Gomdl dole @ e @B sag LSS Ul
e Jo5 lagad! gl LS (3 83,1501 5,La¥1 sdag M adld) dule @ISO ae a5 balie (3 8yl
058 By duol (e (69,5 <l Slilgy Sl cwld 1 dd! Sl o i suse 3529
ding yzmadl pr Blas § e e - Biie auslae § pdblie cdas S - ) ¢ e §
e Odge o Sl g w3 ¥ (e sl e dl Wl &y csl€ 212/26 ¢,a1)
Bisin et Luwily (numss of suoss ey Gseyd Bymu Lia sl @1 gblll Leaylacly Jull
Lels Kiigha/aesS dawl il Clas de auogn oo Lyl Sty LS (Bisir ou Ansina
A8 3 (2 LS) Kawkaw /3858 Lol 331 digatn pe Boskay dlaiipn (29 8yl 8 9¢die
d Llesly Gawgaw/sls 518 Jl g 4dd Sy G (Aol polall (e
& Nz e slat¥l @ ol L o) clidy il Liasydly laiadl S @ Gaw (Gaou)
G O (@Y lanaing @ JI) poguaddl usl (@ Tas W¥ ASdIST) 2 pall Ll iz
OF s 0T 09 yums pe Tasagill el ) Lidinsdl 8 (o Grms aly 5t Lo Juidly el
Lilys sl dolerad @3 a8 Aeldl Lugldl os> S @ Lavally (Lels 4 pall Lasyd)
ade @i 0 g (5385w § 21837 J1 1817 (o Ball § oK) sl damme Aaglsell L 3
1 529 [l 5] 518 omy 1da" 1 a3 ¢ suma ] 1i0n ymill 5 b by ccnaaill o
2l G s pamn ]

(") - al-Sa'di [ca:1655], Tarikh es-Soudan, p: 4, 6-7.

@ - a/Adrisi [ca:1154], Kitdb Nuzhat al Mushtégq, éd et tr : partielles R.P.A. Dozy et M.J. de Goeje,
Description de I'Afrique et de I'Espagne, (réimpression de I'édition de Leiden : EJ. Brill, 1866),
Amsterdam, Oriental Press, 1966, p: 10,4512,53; et P.F. de Moraes Farias, ‘Models of
the World and Categorical Models , dans: J.R Willis (éd), Slaves and Slavery i Muslim Africa, 2vols,
Londre: Cass, 1985, vol 1, Islam and the Ideology of Slavery, p:227-246.

@) Narrative of Travels and Discoveries in Northern and Central Africa in the years 1822, 1823, and
1824, by Major Denham, Captain Clapperton and the late Doctor Oudney, 2éme éd, 2 vols, Londres:
John Murray, 1826, 302-305, 309, 314, 330-331.

114



3l Aigaiud — 2Dl pslall y3lall ae A dnaly Agedlud¥! 5ylianlly olsYl Alome

ISSN : 1112-4628, EISSN : 2588-2449
2021 4 26 3= 13 ;i

Lnsas Joxs "o a1 8 dasg¥ 3,015 A 181 Aidsll (n Aaibasall dlall sa ]
Gl 05w Ldsd] o J) Ldiss oLall sl g5 o dalin plibaiol juad Lelds 3
oolxdl siue JiSaT Balely carSh o 3] luasnddl oo uall Hie JiSAT BaleY Lo g
2l 39 ol OLal bl (aiad ) Salely Ll Jb odluodll 2ayLudl 58801y Aabaidly
sl s o) Blmial 3903 Wil § il pany ol 2lazed) sgay LSsS-Lid Zlxl
o J 1l Slydass sl @ Allsl) Bal 50,5 Ao pisY) sda Of 99 5lae slatel Sguy duds
Sloludi¥l adag Ll Luadbaol 305 (398 3050) priams o < oo 9 Loy (] octdia g Lo
adtad Gl sl udind 3,S100 ablge usl LSS-Lliy (o Jams $iopdl JLell e J1s
o 4S5 Liaydl (e dalaill oda Gl8 cslgw d> (e slually Gred! Ludyd @ Sgall (an Led
5Mlelasy 4iles, iy LU s Lsa Le ds> ) cadasis wdadl s calsy (oell &I dgdas
EWESR]
1ol B,S1AL adge :(ulegdal-0my1531) c&asls o Ggull -2

SLLS Lele 5908 daled (e Gyimi pilia Lyl Lpdy cdogad gl 5T da g5 Goidl dalaie §
Jaii (La Vallée) 3151l da=ll soimall o 631 Bye SLUS uzss LS 355509 dye
Syl mladl Opal Ll J) @Ml sde ol -l bl Gyall Bl (e 3]
Gylat ygome (c&asls muoly IisT 2 9,all) Boiedl il 350l s 59 @Ml ydee LI
i s e add Bdaagdl 2o pall jaball of wlai oy eslyxsall pe 8ylatll

Lol Tadmakkat /cSesls fo)ls day @ « odee poltlly dee malaadl o,a 0 oo 120 (S0
S0yS3 Je Joua¥l pblad culsg Aabill § Dol mel Osaess cpdd) OSdl 3,813 (10 17 32
o alodll sia oS3 solell @ lalyas o) asedl L oSasg JI55 ¥ &1 Gisaid) comuls oyl

() ~GIRONCOURT, G.-R. DE, “Les inscriptions de la nécropole de Bentia ; Comptes rendus de I'Académie
des inscriptions et belles-lettres, Paris, 1911, ,198-206.

@-T. Lewicki, «Les origines et I'islamisation de la ville de Tidmakka d'aprés les sources arabes», dans
2000 Ans d'histoire africaine: le sol, la parole et I'é¢rit. Mélanges en hommage a Raymond Mauny, 2
vols, Paris: Société francaise d’histoire d’outre-mer, 1981, |, 439-44. Et Moraes Fanas, «The Oldest

Extant Writing», 74, 77-79.
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(- P.F. de Moraes Farias, " Text as Landscape”,1992.
@) al-BakrT [1068], Al-Masalik wa’l-Mamalik, éd. et tr, partielles M.G. De Slane, Description de
I'Afrique septentrionale (réimpression de I'édition d’Alger, 1911-1913), Paris: Adrien Maisonneuve,
1965,p: 181, 339; Anonymous, Kitab al- istibsar [ca. 1136], éd. Sa’d Zaghlul Abd al-I-lamid,
Alexandria, 1958, p: 181,339; et: al-Dimashqi [début du 14éme siécle], Nukhbat al-Dahr, éd. MAF.
Mehren (réimpression de I'édition de Si. Petersburg, 1866), Leipzig, 1923,p: 239.
@) 1.0. Hunwick, Shari'a in Songhay, Oxford et New York: Oxford University Press pour la British
Academy, 1985, p: 6 note 2.
P G239 3,8l aes 3 ol sliae Byla) pul B alolie A (e 989 Leled Ay Aeudl span Al ©
e o ooda plall gally &L gl Glaill sa 2SI (5T § A guall il ¢ &
oebaall gads Apunl) § per Bipo palinyl of elus] O

116



3l Aigaiud — 2Dl pslall y3lall ae A dnaly Agedlud¥! 5ylianlly olsYl Alome

ISSN : 1112-4628, EISSN : 2588-2449
2021 4 26 3= 13 ;i

1958 5l G eBgll i § Ayoielly Luralanl] 3,511 sda plomy cnll s Y35 ¢ Ayleaz¥]
alizs § Bagasll el e Aduas ol 3elyd e Ooliay ¥ aeld LLSTNg Bel a1l (58 ym @kt 3
Ot glall e JUL 1 3 s o stad Jlis  Gelill Ll § Ladsy olsll loio

eyl 3,811

Gl A g Za1014-1013 /2 404 B 0 TSy B9l § Lydeam (oS B (ya L]
1iS eqeiads ¢ Agall e Mol il Ogdmy cpdll Gaidl-JI8 craludyl J Auga sl wbig, Ll Lyl
£681-680/267 Ziw 4Saols lgzid (il qill Hylmso ) s9ad Ll Jgas Lyl 2lsTl @ sl
A8 Leld 80y Badme fylsd I et @)l sda ol o eyl des Oolrradl L 3Lay
oo Aatad] Lucwdll ol cpo pa T IS () LoeaSL) Ada gl Ao Gl 01 e il
Akl el Galgadl by Judd

5,S1Allg oyl 4y 3 e Dol of Fogeld Auky 3T 06 6l (oo JBT L Lasyd) 3
923 G Jisaidl (s &yas> s Lasls amy o ol cllazmll (8§ paadl Leany J) olidrn
of a3l puay 4l Ay oS0 cloglasell goylall of Zugaddl wlilo)dl g Jassdl sgumall
5,008 -Lesalinn § (illy iyl aid Ldiions (e 8yualls Lallal () Lol 938Ul o gundl
Sl 4a23S5 L gag (55 jobliall (e Lags $gans Llazs Zahay galll pguas sole] e
A Sany Gl Bgae @ biwgll dppall igaddl )

(M-S.). Rasmussen, «Ritual Specialists» (1992); H.T. Norris, The Tuaregs, Warminster: Aris and Phillips
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Seventeenth Century», thése de Ph.D., University of Birmingham, Centre of West African Studies,

1987,431-6.
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R. Mauny, «Notes d'archéologie au sujet de Gao», Bulletin de 1IFAN, 13:3 (1951), 837-852; R. Mauny,

Tableau géographique, 1961, 113-114, 498-499; C. Flight, «Gao, 1972: First Interim Report. A

Preliminary Investigation of the Cemetery at Sane», West African Journal of Archaeology, 5 (1975), 81-
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Sauvaget sur ce sujet ont été continués, avec la méme rigueur méthodologique, par Mme M.-M.
Viré, «Notes sur trois épitaphes royales de Gao», Bulletin de 77 F(B), 20:3-4 (1958), 368-76;
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Dumett (éds), West African Culture Dynamics: Archaeological and Historical Perspectives, La
Haye: Mouton, 1979, 413-30; |.O. Hunwick, Shari‘a in Songhay, 1985, 9-11; D. Lange, "Neue
Erkenntnisse zur Geschichte von Songhay”, Afrika und Ubersee, 71, 1988, 8-9; D. Lange, "Les rois
de Gao-Sané et les Almoravides”, Journal of African History, 32:2 (1991), 251-75.
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