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Abstract

This article aims to bring an important and distinctive text to the surface. Indeed, most
of those who work on Algerian literature written in French consider the short story (The
Sheikh's Vengeance) published by Ben RAHAL in 1891, as the first short story written in
modern Algerian literature, and the first literary text written by Algerians in French. This
pioneering text is still beyond the reach of scholars; because it has not been republished in
its original language (French) nor translated into the author's native language (Arabic). This
research attempts to fill this void by first translating this short story into Arabic, then
preliminary study of the short story; in order to analyze its deep and superficial levels.

Keywords: Short Algerian Story; M'hamed Ben Rahal; Sheikh's Vengeance; Cultural
change.
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