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Abstract:

Faced with the scarcity of writings on the Eyalet of Algiers, William Shaler was convinced of the need to take
advantage of the opportunity of his presence in Algeria to engage in the writing of his observations and
impressions on the validity of the power and the importance of the Kingdom. of Algeria's policy based on piracy,
and trace the causes of many events that have occurred since his stay in the Kingdom in the year 1816 A.D. as
Consul General of the States the United States of America, and seeing the effect they are meant to have, forgive
these pirates for the prosperity of American trade in the Mediterranean.
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Introduction

Faced with the scarcity of writings on the Eyalet of Algiers, William Shaler was convinced of the need to take
advantage of the opportunity of his presence in Algeria to engage in the writing of his observations and
impressions on the validity of the power and the importance of the Kingdom. of Algeria's policy based on piracy,
and trace the causes of many events that have occurred since his stay in the Kingdom in the year 1816 A.D. as
Consul General of the States the United States of America, and seeing the effect they are meant to have, forgive
these pirates for the prosperity of American trade in the Mediterranean.

William Shaler claims that in writing his book Sketches of Algiers he is mainly indebted to the work of Dr
Thomas Shaw on barbarism, which was translated into French in 1743, as William Shaler saw it, in Shaw's
Journey to Berberism and the Levant, thatitis the only source allowing to know the geography of the kingdom,
its natural history and its antiquities. As for his book, Shaler considers it a useful continuation of Dr. Shaw's
work, especially since it presents the moral and political strength of Algeria.

Faced with the emergence of the United States as a new power, seeking to enter the arena of competition in
the Mediterranean, dominated by the ships of the Algerian Dar al-Jihad, the "North American Magazine”,
whose foundation dates in 1815 in Boston, decided that it was necessary to publish a summary of Shaler's
book in 1826, on its pages from page 409 to page 431. It is these pages that we will translate into Arabic.

The importance of the work of William Shaler (1778-1833), is measured by the number of works published
in favor of the latter; 122 books in five languages found in 1599 libraries.

Shaler was a writer, merchant, adventurer, and traveler; He was the fourth American consul in Algeria (1815-
1828). His name appeared between 1816 and 1955 in 38 books. Among those who wrote about Shaler my

late Professor, Ismail Al-Arabi, “Memoirs of William Shaler”. Add to that my personal work (See article titles

(W.) Shaler, (1826), Sketches of Algiers ..., Boston , Ex - (W.) Shaler Jull (herwe e Hlasl HLeayll slazll -
& (Stephen) Decatur, The American commissioners the Day of Algiers, US ship guerriere, Bay of Algiers, 29 June, 1815, p. 274.
- (W.) Shaler, Note of the American consult general, Dec, 20™ 1816.
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above). Among the works of William Shaler, one will note numerous official reports sent to the Secretary of

State of the American Department of State.
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Source: The North American Review, Vol. XXII, Boston, 1826. Pp.409-431.
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