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Quoting Sibawayh’s book in Arabic grammar books: its patterns and problems
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Abstract:

Those who were busy studying the book of Sibawayh were not as confident and accurate
in conveying and understanding what was stated in the chapters of the book. Many
scholars noticed the places of incorrect transmission of Sibawayh’s book in the works of
grammarians after him, or their misunderstanding of what he intended, so they moved
away from the meaning he intended. In this research paper, we attempt to identify the
patterns of transmission adopted by later grammarians from the Book of Sibawayh, and
then the problems raised by this transmission. For this reason, we adopted a
descriptive, inductive approach, from which we deliberately extrapolated the methods
of quoting adopted in some ancient grammar books, and then presented the problems
that specialists alluded to regarding the quoting of Sibawayh’s opinions by later Arab
grammarians, with the aim of giving insight to those interested and busy with Arabic
grammatical research about the pitfall in which it occurred. Those who benefit from the
book of Sibawayh, in order to remedy it and not fall into it again.
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