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Abstract:

According to the Bible scholars, the St.Athanasius’s Festal Letter (39) of 367 CE is
considered as a historical primary resource of the New Testament canon’s history, and
they’re regarded it as a prominent witness of precision and accuracy of that canon,
therefore, we have the motive to investigate that claim and study it deeply, and finally we
get to very important results that satisfied us.

Keywords: the Canon of the Bible —St.Athanasius of Alexandria — The (39) Festal Letter-
the NT canon.
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( The word Canon has two distinct meanings ; rule and list...Christian theology inherited
both meanings of the word ; canon in the sense of (rule) appears from the second century (
Irenaeus , Clement of Alexandria ) in such expressions as ( the canon of faith ) , ( the canon
of truth ), and canon as ( a list) used synonymously with catalogue appears in Christian
writers considerably later in the fourth century at the earliest and much rarer )

£ 286 281 o ¢ il g ¢ Lper) rperlil o) $367 o) (39) el AL 15

? Books.google.com :Einar Thomassen : Some notes on the development of Christian ideas
about a canon, Canon and Canonicity ; the Formation and Use of Scripture ,University of

Copenhagen ,2009 ,p 9.
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! The New Cambridge History of the Bible from beginings to 600 AD , Edited by James
Carleton Paget and Joachim Schaper , Cambridge University Press , 2013, p389-411 ( The New
Testament Canon by :Joseph Verheyden )
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Brooke Foss Westcott : A general survey of the History of the Canon of the New o
Testament , 4" Edition , MacMillan and Co ,London , 1875 , p444

F .F .Bruce : The Canon of Scripture , intervarsity Press , United states of America, 1988, °
p328
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2 Westcott : A general Survey , p 444 ( ..but Athanasius takes no notice of any difference of
opinion as to the Acknowledged and Disputed books in his judgment both alike were canonical )
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?F .F .Bruce: the Canon of Scripture, p 328 (By the Apocryphal books, of which no mention to be
made, Athanasius means those which Origen stigmatizes as False and Eusebius regects as

Heterodox).
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( The purpose Athanasius had in compiling the list of biblical books was to exclude the

large number of apocryphal books , which were very much read , just as they had been to
a great extent written by Egyptian Christians ) L
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LAlexander Souter : The Text and Canon of The New Testament , New York , 1913 , p 187
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(Athanasius’ significance for us is that he is the earliest to lay down the * Souter: ibid, p 187
twenty-seven books of our NT as alone canonical) .

(Athanasius in one of his Festal Epistles has given a list of the books of the * Westcott :ibid , p 444
NT — Fountains of Salvation- exactly agreeing with our own canon) .
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( His order of books is not that which has become traditional , he follows the
Alexandrian precedent of placing the Pauline epistles after Acts and the Catholic epistles
and within the Pauline epistles he places Hebrews between 2 Thessalonians and 1Timothy
as the great uncials do ).
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3 Souter: ibid. , p 182
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