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Abstract:

This paper discusses the catholic moral philosophy a religious, theological, ethical, and civilized discussion.
It studies the tripartite relationship that combines the Bible and ecclesiastical theology with the catholic
moral philosophy in its theoretical and practical dimensions. It also searches for the sources of ethics, and
asks about the relationship between the ethics and catholic doctrine and the Seven Sacraments. The paper
also explores the moral conscience as a form of obligation, as well as the judgment, heaven and hell as a
reward, and the free will and human responsibility.

The importance of the paper derives from the central role the Vatican plays in managing what is known as
interfaith dialogue, so it is very important to study the moral philosophy on which the Vatican relies in its
call for dialogue with the other.

The paper concluded with several results, some of the most important are: It is not possible to talk about an
authentic, comprehensive and stable moral system in Catholicism, but rather a moral system that continues
to evolve with the evolution of time. The sources of Catholic ethics are varied, and they divided into primary
and secondary sources. Ethics in Catholicism derives its importance from the doctrine of Jesus Christ
sacrifice, and the sacraments play an essential role in acquiring the virtues and in aiding human moral
development. The relationship between free will and divine grace is somewhat ambiguous, which may result
in a kind of compulsion.

Keywords: Vatican — Ethics — Christianity — Catholicism — Moral Philosophy.
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* See: roger w. nutt, general principles of sacramental theology, The catholic university of America
press, Washington, D.C | 2017, p187.
*Thomas joseph White, The light of Christ an introduction to Catholicism, the catholic university of
America press, Washington, 2017, p187.
* General council of Trent: seventh session 3 march 1547, papal encyclicals online, on:

https://www.papalencyclicals.net/councils/trent/seventh-session.htm.
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® The light of Christ an introduction to Catholicism, p187.
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® Paul A. Boer, The Roman Catechism: The Catechism of the Council of Trent, veritatis splendor
publication, 2013, p141.

? The light of Christ an introduction to Catholicism, p190.
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* The sacrament of Confirmation, my catholic life, on: https://mycatholic life/the-my-catholic-life-

series/my-catholic-worship/chapter-4-the-sacrament-of-confirmation/.
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7 The light of Christ an introduction to Catholicism, p191.
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? See: Catechism of the Catholic Church, Part 3, Section 1, Chapter 1, Article 7, I. The Human
Virtues, No. 1806.
*See: Andrew Kim, An Introduction to Catholic Ethics Since Vatican I, Cambridge University
Press, 2015, p.g:68.
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% See: Catechism of the catholic church, Part 3, Section 1, Chapter 1, Article 7, I. The Human
Virtues, No. 1807.

" Kim, Andrew. An Introduction to Catholic Ethics Since Vatican II, p69.
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'George Jackson, The ethical teaching of St. Paul, biblical studies, p36, on:
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See: Augustine on the "Just War" from Contra Faustum Manichaeum, book 22. 69 — 76, early church

texts, on: https://earlychurchtexts.com/public/augustine_war_contra_faustum.htm.
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' See: Council of Clermont, Britannica Academic, on: https://academic-eb-

com.eres.qnl.qa/levels/collegiate/article/ Council-of-Clermont/24350.
Close to it: The Making of Moral Theology, p.g:13.
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? See: Catechism of the Catholic Church, Part 3, Section 1, Chapter1, Artical6, IV. Erroneous
Judgment, No. 1790 — 1794.
* See: Brian Patrick Green, Catholicism and Conscience, Markkula Center for applied ethics at santa

clara University, on: https://www.scu.edu/ethics/focus-areas/religious-and-catholic-

ethics/resources/catholicism-and-conscience/.
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?See: Paul Thigpen, After Death-Two judgment, Simply Catholic, on:

https://simplycatholic.com/after-death-two-judgments/.
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! Pope John Paul II, Heaven, Hell and Purgatory, EWTN, Global Catholic Network, Collected
articles from the Holy See L'Osservatore R omano newspaper, on:

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/heaven-hell-and-purgatory-8222 .

% Catechism of the Catholic Church, Part 3, Section 1, Chapter 1, I. Freedom and Responsibility.
3 1 .
Ibid.
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! The light of Christ an introduction to Catholicism, p.g:197.
? Ibid.
? Catechism of the Catholic Church, Part 3, Section 1, Chapter 3, Article 2, II. Grace, No. 2001.
*Ibid, No. 2002.
> See: The light of Christ an introduction to Catholicism, p.g:198.
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See: The grace of god Catholic doors ministry, on:

https://www.catholicdoors.com/courses/grace.htm.
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Sources:
- Catechism of the Catholic Church, (The Holy See), on:

https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/ INDEX.HTM.
English references:
Books:
- Boer, Paul A. The Roman Catechism: The Catechism of the Council of Trent, issued by order of pope ST.
Pius V, Translated by John A. McHugh and Others, (veritatis splendor publication, 2013).
Gardner, Percy. The Religious experience of Saint Paul, (New York: Williams & Norgate, 1913).
- Kim, Andrew. An Introduction to Catholic Ethics Since Vatican Il, (Cambridge University Press, 2015).
- Mahoney, John. The Making of Moral Theology, (New York: oxford — Clarendon, 1987).
Nutt, roger w. general principles of sacramental theology, (Washington, D.C: The catholic university of
Amerlca press, 2017).
- Ramsay, W. M. The church in the Roman Empire, (London: Hodder and Stoughton).
- White, Thomas joseph. The light of Christ an introduction to Catholicism, (Washington: the catholic
university of America press, 2017).

Websites:

- Avratus, (Britannica), on: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Aratus-Greek-poet.

- Augustine on the "Just War" from Contra Faustum Manichaeum, book 22. 69 — 76, (early church texts), on:
https://earlychurchtexts.com/public/augustine_war_contra_faustum.htm.

- Council of Clermont, (Britannica Academic), on: https://academic-eb-
com.eres.gnl.ga/levels/collegiate/article/Council-of-Clermont/24350.

- General council of Trent: seventh session 3 march 1547 (papal encyclicals online), on:
https://www.papalencyclicals.net/councils/trent/seventh-session.htm.

- Green, Brian Patrick. Catholicism and Conscience, (Markkula Center for applied ethics at santa clara
University), on:  https://www.scu.edu/ethics/focus-areas/religious-and-catholic-ethics/resources/catholicism-and-
conscience/.

- Jackson, George. The ethical teaching of St. Paul, (biblical studies), p.g:36, on:
https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/expositor/series6/11-035.pdf.

- logos, (catholic answer encyclopedia), on: https://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/logos.

- Olson, Carl E. Faith, Love, and Obedience: Marks of the True Disciple, (The catholic world report, 2021), on:
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/04/09/faith-love-and-obedience-marks-of-the-true-disciple/.

- Pope John Paul 1. Heaven, Hell and Purgatory, (EWTN, Global Catholic Network), Collected articles from
the Holy See L'Osservatore Romano newspaper, on: https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/heaven-hell-and-
purgatory-8222.

- Rigali, Justin, Freedom and Responsibility, (Catholic  Philly, 11 Sep 2008), on:
https://catholicphilly.com/2008/09/archbishop-chaput/weekly-message/freedom-and-responsibility/.

- The Common Good and Catholic Social Teaching, (from a 1996 statement by the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England and Wales), P.g:4, on: https://www.cacatholic.org/sites/default/files/files/’commongood-1.pdf.

- The grace of god, (Catholic doors ministry), on: https://www.catholicdoors.com/courses/grace.htm.

- The sacrament of Confirmation, (my catholic life), on: https://mycatholic.life/the-my-catholic-life-series/my-
catholic-worship/chapter-4-the-sacrament-of-confirmation/.

- The Three Theological Virtues, (Corpus Christi Catholic Church, 24 March 2019), on:
https://www.corpuschristiphx.org/blog.php?month=201903&id=498958106&cat=&pg=1&title=The+Three+Theologi
cal+Virtues.

- Thigpen, Paul. After Death-Two judgment, (Simply Catholic), on: https://simplycatholic.com/after-death-two-

judgments/
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