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Abstract:

Tattoos are a human phenomenon that so many nations knew and applied throughout
History. North Africa’s citizens are one of those people who got tattoos especially for
women. A lot of old women still keep tattoos in different shapes on their bodies which have
different significance and goals tattoos as a matter of fact need to be studied in order to get a
better comprehension and protection of our immaterial legacy. Therefore, the study seeks to
identify the goals and functions of a traditional tattoo and to determine what is the symbolic
significance of a tattoo for the woman in Jimla, province of Jijel (eastern Algeria). The study
found out that the tattoo’s symbols are derived from nature transformed afterwards into
simple geometric forms on the bodies. Tattoos are generally got for different reasons,
cosmetic, therapeutic and preventive ones, as well as a simple kind of a hobby.
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Les livres
1. Abderrahmane Khalifa | signes berbéres a travers les tatouages theése de magistere,

école Supérieur des beaux arts — Alger, 2007.

Copans, Jean , L’Enquéte ethnologique de terrain, Paris, éd, Nathan, 1996

Edward Sapir : Anthropologie, ed minuit (Paris, 1967.

2
3
4. George Gobert , Notes sur les tatouages des berberes, Paris | édition , dunod ,1984.
5 Guy. Gauthier , initiation a lasemiologie de I’'image ;ch. Coriet , paris , 1984

6 Jacques servier , les rites du tatouage berbéres, : édition dunod, Paris, 1980.

7 Mohand ,Akli, HADDADOU , Guide pratique de la langue et de la culture
Berbere, ¢dition, BNFA (Bibliotheque numeérique Francophone accessible).

8. René Virgier , La femme kabyle et le tatouage, édition dunod, Paris, 1984 .

Les revues

1. Ernest-Gustave Gobert , "remarques sur les tatouages nord africain", revue africaine,
1956.
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