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Abstract:

The Kutdma territory Located in the region between Sétif, Mila and Jijel on the western limits of Ifriqiya; has
underwent significant spatial and social evolutions after the Umayyad conquests of the region. Although little is
known about the spread of Islam, communities in the region have been placed in the same category, the Kutdma,
following intense Ismaili missionary activity. This categorization in turn has later undergone a territorial extension to
encompass the city of Constantine as the Ismailism progressed. The study of various sources highlights this evolution
of settlement and in particular the gradual Arabization of ethnonyms and anthroponyms especially during the ninth
and tenth centuries. The displacement of the centers of Ismaili preaching from the country of Kutdma to the eastern
cities of Ifriqiya provoked the first departure of the Kutdma supporters of the Ismaili movement. To justify this, the
Fatimid caliphs carried out a theological reform, suppressing the link between Mahdawiyya and the end of the world
(Qiyamah) and legitimizing Fatimid political aims. The Hililian and Sulaymid displacement accentuated, at a later
stage, the depopulation of the territory in favor of the Bedouin tribes who dominated the main valleys and the high
plateaus of the Southern and eastern Kutama territory.

Keywords: Berbers, Arabization, Kutdma, Ismailism, Hilalian immigration.
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' _ Ernest Mercier : Histoire de ’établissement des Arabes dans I’ Afrique septentrionale selon les
documents fournis par les auteurs arabes et notamment par 1’Histoire des Berbéres d’Ibn Khaldoun.
Constantine, 1875. Ernest Mercier : Histoire de I’ Afrique septentrionale (Berbérie) depuis les temps
les plus reculés jusqu’a la conquéte frangaise (1830). Paris, 1888, vol. II, pp. 293-310.

* Mohamed Talbi : L’émirat aghlabide (184-296/800-909), histoire politique. Paris, 1966, pp. 537-
699.

> _Farhat Dachraoui : Le califat fatimide au Maghreb 296-362/909-973, histoire politique et

institutions. Tunis, 1981, pp. 78-145.
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* _Carte de I'Algérie divisée par tribus, par Ernest Carette et Auguste Warnier; membres de la

Commission Scientifique de I'Algérie, 1846. Plans et cartes du territoire de la tribu des Mouia :
section de Guettara et de Sidi Abdelmalek. Service des archives de la wilaya de Constantine, fonds
de la propriété indigeéne et de la séquestration, n.° de boite 61.
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Rocznikorientalistyczny, LXVI (2013), pp. 58-73.
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