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Abstract:

The issue of freedoms has been a fundamental axis throughout the world for all popular uprisings against the
ruling authority for they guarantee the rights contributing to advancement and prosperity. Besides, it
activates the principles of political participation for the citizen. The absence of such freedoms leads to social
and political alienation, which happened in Algeria over the past years. This prompted the revolutionaries
against that status to raise them as the most prominent, main demands in the popular movement that lasted

for more than a year -and is still continuing to this day- in order to achieve its legitimate goals. The freedom
of journalistic practice is one of the most important indicators of the political system’s response to the
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demand for freedoms -particularly visual journalism- due to its position and clear role in creating public
opinion.

In this regard, we present this article entitled “Media Freedom in TV Talk Shows before and after the
Algerian Popular Movement 2019: An Analytical Study of a Sample of Al-Shorouk News and Al-Nahar TV
Shows” adopting a descriptive approach in an attempt to diagnose the reality of the Algerian television
programs, especially talk shows, and to measure the margin of freedom before and after the presidential
elections that the popular movement imposed as a decisive turning point during this transitional period that
Algeria is living. This is to assess its scope between the fleeting circumstance or permanent freedom, based
on the comparative approach to distinguish between these two periods and differentiate between them. After
examination and analysis, we came to general findings that the talk shows were able to cut a fair margin of
freedom by virtue of the popular movement, which restored to the media its prestige in storming the banned
symbols of politics and the system after it was a kind of taboo that media institutions feared talking about.
However, by analyzing another sample of TV shows following the election period, we found that the media
discourse shifted back to its previous modesty, moderation and conservatism. Media freedom has only
mispresented the symbols of the previous regime and has not dared to prejudice the symbols and
personalities or even the decisions of the new regime. This leads us to the idea that the Algerian talk shows
did not maintain the freedom margin. Rather, the freedom revealed during the movement is nothing but a
circumstantial boldness that accompanied the happening events.

Keywords: Talk shows, media freedom, the popular movement, Al-Shorouk News, Al-Nahar TV.
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