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Methods and tools used in copper ornament during the Ottoman era
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Abstract:

The artisans used all kinds of metals in creating art products in which they excelled, while copper was the
most prominent metal at that time. And this was due to its availability in the region of Anatolia and in
many parts of Algeria, including Kataama. This metal is distinguished by its orange-red color and its
ductile and malleable character that is suitable for various shaping processes. Copper craftsmen used
copper plates of different sizes for the shaping of various objects. They have also applied different
techniques in the design of ornaments mainly included: cutting and hammering, niello and crimping,
punching and camouflage.

Copper craftsmen use different tools to make and decorate their products which helped to create a high
quality objects. Idris Amin Khouja's workshop in Constantine has allowed us to identify many types of
these tools whose uses, sizes and shapes vary. Among these tools, we find the burins that are used in the
decoration by engraving, and which varies depending on the area and shape required by the decoration. As
well as the chisels that present several types of arched, flat and pyramidal shapes.
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