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Title: Freedom of Religion: Between the Quranic foundation and the prophetic
implementation

Abstract :

The present research, which is entitled: Freedom of Religion: Between the
Quranic foundation and the prophetic implementation, falls into two parts. The first
part is sub-titled: ‘the Quranic foundation for the freedom of religion’ and it discusses
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the Quranic explicit and implicit reference to the issue of religious freedom in many
of its verses. These verses maintain that religion is a subject of freedom rather than a
subject of coercion and compulsion. The Quran protects religious freedom to non-
Muslims and Muslims alike. It does not only suffice with protecting this right, but
also calls for peaceful coexistence, tolerance, and dialogue with non-Muslims.
Despite the recognition of religious pluralism, the Quran calls Man to take
responsibility of his/her choice during the Day of Judgement.

As far as the second part is concerned, it investigates the Prophetic
implementation of religious freedom, emphasising the kinds of practices in applying
the Quranic foundations, partially or entirely. In His state, the Prophet Mouhammed
(Peace Be Upon Him) drew up charters and conventions in order to regulate religious
pluralism and bring together diverse people to manage their religious and quotidian
affairs. These documents were based on the ideal of ‘the comprehensible and the
conventional” among those people.

Keywords: religious freedom, freedom of belief, religious pluralism, followers of
other religions, dialogue, coexistence, tolerance
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