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Abstract :

It is not possible to study the phenomenon of the informal economy without measuring it, and this
is to know the strength of its impact on many levels. However, methods to measuring the informal
economy are both diverse and relative, depending on the nature of economic phenomena related to
other social, legal, political and even psychological factors associated with human behavior.
Through our research paper we try to address the most important methods used to measure the
phenomenon of the informal economy with the problematic of each one and then provide global
statistics on this phenomenon.
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Country Average | Stand.dev. | Median Minimum | Maximum
Albania 30.76 % 3.64 % 31.46 % 26.24 % 35.79 %
Algeria 31.01 % 4.04 % 28.79 % 26.76 % 38.83 %
Angola 49.86 % 2.47 % 49.42 % 46.13 % 56.94 %
Argentina 24.48 % 1.04 % 23.97 % 23.34 % 26.68 %
Armenia 44.49 % 2.01% 44.76 % 40.80 % 47.43 %
Australia 13.05 % 1.14 % 12.87 % 10.97 % 14.99 %
Austria 9.16 % 0.84 % 9.23% 7.87 % 10.35 %
Azerbaijan 52.96 % 4.33% 50.98 % 47.15 % 60.60 %
Bahrain 16.64 % 0.85 % 16.73 % 14.76 % 18.40 %
Bangladesh 34.60 % 1.59 % 34.81% 32.02 % 37.71 %
Belarus 48.07 % 4.03 % 48.11 % 38.78 % 55.18 %
Belgium 21.15% 2.42 % 21.11 % 17.70 % 25.32 %
Belize 49.80 % 4.50 % 48.79 % 43.80 % 59.35 %
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Benin 53.75 % 5.52 % 52.83 % 44.58 % 66.31 %
Bhutan 28.94 % 151 % 29.33 % 25.85 % 31.31 %
Bolivia 63.04 % 3.45% 63.24% 55.50 % 69.34 %
Bosnia and Herzegovina | 32.55 % 2.05 % 3251 % 28.54 % 36.38 %
Botswana 32.09 % 2.60 % 32.86 % 26.49 % 35.91 %
Brazil 39.86 % 1.97 % 39.80 % 36.20 % 42.69 %
Brunei Darussalam 29.11 % 2.12 % 29.15 % 25.31% 32.49 %
Bulgaria 31.56 % 3.93% 30.66 % 26.54 % 36.90 %
Burkina faso 38.18 % 3.60 % 38.68 % 31.58 % 42.82 %
Burundi 34.70 % 4.92 % 33.03% 28.74 % 43.08 %
Cap Verde 34.32 % 2.67 % 35.27 % 30.07 % 37.91%
Cambodia 51.59 % 2.32% 52.00 % 47.00 % 55.17 %
Cameroon 30.11 % 3.08 % 29.37 % 24.71 % 35.04 %
Canada 15.83 % 0.86 % 15.68 % 14.63 % 18.27 %
Central African Republic | 44.53 % 3.30 % 43.60 % 40.22 % 53.27 %
Chad 41.70 % 3.47 % 41.14 % 33.89 % 46.20 %
Chile 17.69 % 1.59 % 17.04 % 15.35 % 19.92 %
China 1276 % | 0.75% 12.90 % 11.32 % 14.04 %
Colombia 34.16 % 3.24% 33.96 % 28.56 % 39.10 %
Comoros 34.97 % 3.70% 35.41 % 28.66 % 39.60 %
Costa Rica 28.51 % 2.83 % 27.23 % 25.31% 35.13%
Cote d’ivoire 39.78 % 331% 40.98 % 34.64 % 43.97 %
Croatia 30.73% 2.35% 30.04% 26.82% 34.93%
Cyprus 29.85% 1.23% 29.28% 28.44% 32.67%
Czech Republic 17.03% 1.78% 17.29% 13.66% 19.10%
Dem. Rep. Congo 42.52% 4.54% 44.12% 32.61% 48.00%
Denmark 16.57% 1.78% 16.29% 13.86% 19.82%
Dominican Republic 35.57% 3.01% 35.88% 31.18% 41.47%
Ecuador 39.22% 2.38% 39.49% 34.40% 44.04%
Egypt 33.30% 2.72% 34.41% 27.07% 37.00%
El Salvador 45.49% 3.13% 44.56% 40.13% 52.24%
Equatorial Guinea 36.98% 4.67% 39.80% 29.39% 44.03%
Estonia 29.66% 2.73% 29.89% 25.44% 34.37%
Finland 17.67% 1.56% 17.06% 15.34% 20.54%
France 14.20% 1.33% 13.98% 12.44% 16.57%

174 =161 Lo« 2020 :4d) 22 54201 / 16 Al ISSN 1112-6132 L i) I lslad] JL ololad) ils

169



S 8 SLaBY) e old Gl ]
‘_,/L«.(J_}g"j .k

Gabon 51.44 % 2.70% 51.69% 46.85% 55.12%

Georgia 67.71% 3.18% 67.72% 59.95% 73.02%

Germany 14.70% 1.74% 14.64% 11.71% 17.79%

Ghana 42.00 % 3.28% 41.67% 37.03% 48.47%

Greece 28.33% 2.18% 27.77% 24.36% 32.97%

Guatemala 62.56 % 4.09 % 63.44% 51.50% 70.60%

Guinea 38.54% 2.75% 39.00 % 29.97 % 43.17 %
Guinea Bissau 39.33% 3.36 % 39.60 % 34.01 % 46.66 %
Guyana 34.31 % 1.74 % 33.92 % 32.34 % 39.21 %
Honduras 50.15 % 3.63 % 49.27 % 44.88 % 57.44 %
Hungray 25.40 % 1.69 % 25.23 % 23.72% 30.03 %
Iceland 14.86 % 1.28 % 14.44 % 13.17 % 17.05 %
India 22.27 % 1.31% 22.48 % 20.32 % 24.74 %
Indonesia 21.09 % 2.04 % 21.40 % 16.19 % 23.97 %
Iran 18.20 % 1.62 % 18.41 % 15.30 % 21.12 %
Ireland 15.61 % 1.22 % 15.35 % 13.64 % 18.81 %
Italy 26.35 % 1.81 % 26.36 % 23.51% 29.76 %
Japan 10.79 % 1.09 % 10.81 % 8.50 % 12.33 %
Jordan 18.21 % 1.31% 18.38 % 15.96 % 20.49 %
Kazakhstan 42.78 % 3.24 % 41.94 % 38.92 % 50.31 %
Kenya 33.49 % 2.51 % 33.11% 29.45 % 38.38 %
Kuwait 20.36 % 1.27 % 20.10 % 19.07 % 24.18 %
Kyrgyyz Republic 37.74 % 3.40 % 38.40 % 33.56 % 44.33 %
Laos 30.33% 2.39 % 30.18 % 25.93 % 34.98 %
Latvia 25.64 % 3.13% 24.68 % 21.01 % 30.50 %
Lebanon 31.45% 1.63 % 31.21 % 29.07 % 34.20 %
Lesotho 33.46 % 3.46% 32.51 % 27.38% 40.13 %
Liberia 39.74 % 3.16 % 38.30 % 34.94 % 43.77 %
Lithuania 28.09 % 3.62 % 28.14 % 22.42 % 33.70 %
Luxembourg 9.47 % 0.80 % 9.11% 8.59 % 11.45%
Macedonia 36.04 % 4.00 % 37.12% 28.42 % 41.88 %
Madagascar 40.32 % 291 % 39.01 % 37.07% 46.54 %
Malawi 38.39 % 3.39 % 39.14 % 31.35% 43.90 %
Malaysia 31.08% 0.83% 31.10% 29.06% 32.24%

Mali 41.59% 3.79% 40.49% 36.16% 48.90%
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Mauritania 32.45% 2.94 % 31.64 % 27.85% 36.67 %
Mauritius 21.84 % 0.75 % 21.99 % 20.06 % 23.10 %
Mexico 28.65 % 1.79 % 27.85 % 26.15 % 32.47 %
Moldova 39.48 % 2.23% 39.54 % 36.49 % 45.10 %
Mongolia 18.43 % 1.05 % 18.36 % 15.93 % 21.16 %
Morocco 33.85 % 345% 34.79% 27.94% 38.70%
Mozambique 38.90% 3.80% 37.62% 34.43% 47.06%
Namibia 28.00 % 2.31% 27.55% 24.12% 34.06%
Nepal 37.70% 1.62% 38.11% 34.15% 40.33%
New Zealand 13.35% 0.68% 13.62% 11.99% 14.36%
Nicaragua 42.46% 2.22% 42.72% 37.99% 45.22%
Niger 37.82% 4.06% 38.30% 30.42% 44.02%
Nigeria 62.76% 3.16% 63.58% 57.90% 68.75%
Norway 21.02% 1.56% 21.24% 18.26% 23.60%
Oman 17.92% 1.42% 18.22 % 14.66 % 19.47 %
Pakistan 33.05 % 2.57 % 32.08 % 29.32 % 37.74 %
Panama 59.61% 413 % 60.97 % 49.12 % 65.16 %
Paraguay 34.42 % 3.46 % 33.24% 29.88 % 40.94 %
Peru 54.74 % 3.22% 54.69 % 47.15 % 59.90 %
Philippines 44.32 % 0.95% 44.24 % 42.89 % 47.26 %
Poland 25.56 % 2.70 % 26.87 % 20.32 % 29.75 %
Portugal 23.88 % 1.31% 23.60 % 21.19 % 26.74 %
Qatar 17.03 % 1.77 % 17.25 % 13.87 % 19.14 %
Republic of Congo 44.06 % 3.61% 43.36 % 36.85 % 48.52 %
Roamnia 32.21 % 2.65 % 31.95% 27.86 % 36.53 %
Russia 42.60 % 3.01% 42.30 % 38.49 % 47.98 %
Saudi Arabia 16.80 % 1.84 % 17.39 % 13.73 % 19.52 %
Senegal 42.91 % 2.71 % 43.44 % 36.34 % 47.63 %
Sierra Leone 49.19 % 5.38 % 49.77 % 38.74 % 57.22 %
Singapore 11.84 % 1.30 % 11.10 % 9.85% 14.06 %
Slovakia 16.10 % 2.04 % 15.06 % 13.78 % 19.01 %
Slovenia 25.05 % 2.06 % 25.28 % 21.79 % 27.90 %
South Africa 26.07 % 2.44 % 25.84 % 22.52 % 30.32 %
South Korea 25.93 % 2.715% 26.21 % 21.40 % 30.87 %
Spain 24.67 % 1.41 % 24.38 % 22.70 % 271.77 %
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Sri Lanka 48.76 % 3.34 % 48.55 % 44.54 % 55.85 %
Suriname 35.85 % 3.82% 35.27 % 30.27 % 45.99 %
Swaziland 44.65 % 4.03 % 45.10 % 37.19% 49.65 %
Sweden 18.68 % 1.27 % 19.02 % 16.34 % 20.46 %
Switzerland 9.48 % 0.47 % 9.52 % 8.60 % 10.25 %
Tajikistan 43.81 % 1.89 % 43.50 % 41.34 % 49.59 %
Tanzania 54.44 % 3.66 % 53.74 % 48.43 % 62.41 %
Thailand 52.58 % 3.30 % 52.94 % 44.54 % 57.55 %
The Bahamas 27.67 % 1.63 % 27.41 % 25.78 % 33.49 %
The Gambia 43.32 % 3.02 % 44.52 % 36.23 % 46.35 %
The Netherlands 12.45 % 1.34 % 12.51 % 10.32 % 15.20 %
Togo 32.90 % 2.59 % 33.78 % 26.35 % 35.53 %
Trinidad and Tobago 34.35% 1.98 % 34.44 % 30.38 % 38.12 %
Tunisia 33.20 % 452 % 32.20 % 24.63 % 39.29 %
Turkey 31.28 % 2.03 % 31.32 % 271.72 % 34.65 %
Uganda 40.44 % 2.44 % 40.58 % 35.88 % 45.35 %
Ukraine 47.74 % 4.36 % 45.69 % 41.56 % 56.67 %
United Kingdom 12.76 % 0.62 % 12.88 % 11.01 % 14.08 %
United States 8.19 % 0.74 % 8.30 % 7.14 % 9.38 %

Uruguay 46.58 % 3.02 % 45.34 % 42.56 % 51.10 %
Venezuela 33.63 % 2.13 % 33.60 % 30.07 % 38.29 %
Vietham 14.62 % 1.21% 14.38 % 12.65 % 16.44 %
Zimbabwe 51.42 % 3.67 % 50.36 % 45.50 % 59.40 %

Source: Friedrich Schneider and Andreas Buehnn , “ Shadow economy: Estimation Methods, Problems,
Results and Open Questions”, Open Economic, Berlin: De Gruyter, 2017, pp. 18-22.

- Average: The overall average size of the informal economy between 1996 and 2014.

- Standard Development: The economic growth rate of the country during the period between 1996 and 2014.
- Median: The average ratio of the informal economy was recorded between 1996 and 2014,

- Minimum: The low rate of the informal economy was recorded between 1996 and 2014.

Maximum: The highest rate of the informal economy was recorded between 1996 and 2014.
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