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Traditional mud architecture in southeastern Algeria
General features of its planning and mechanisms to
maintain it
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In this study, we will address a living
urban heritage that still bears witness to the
authenticity of a cultural achievement that
crystallizes the features of the local desert
character in its flourishing eras, and whose
features still exist today, represented by the
“Desert Palace.”

This material heritage indicates the
creativity of the local Sahrawi community,
which was able to plan and build it using
local materials and with a design that is
consistent with the requirements of its
environment and belief, and with a
collective thought that responds to collective
requirements.

This study aims to identify this
authentic urban heritage, by addressing the
© reasons for construction, the most important
i planning features, noting its heritage and
social importance, and the most important
ways and mechanisms to protect and
rehabilitate it in line with its urban and
i cultural characteristics, in order to preserve
i its heritage value and original character.

i Keywords: Mud architecture, desert palace,
i nlannine. nreservation.
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