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" Summary

While many critics claimed that Al-
Ghazali was an Ash’arite; hence, a
preacher of the Sunni theology and a
supporter of Albatiniyah and Sufism,
some others believed he was anti-suni
upholding sufi and agnostic ideas, and as
such an anti-rationalist. However, a
cursory reading of Al-Ghazali’s works
reveals a multiplicity of discourses some
of which are philosophical, some
speculative, and others are mystical,
jurisprudential, and scientific, a fact
which consolidated the upheld view on
the opaque nature of Al-Gazahli’s
thought, the result of, possibly, the
dynamic and double-faceted thinking
structure. And, indeed, this is the most
probable view despite the assertion of
many critics on the unity of Al-Ghazali’s
thought, in the sense of a compound
unity generating diversity and renewal,
which prompted many others to credit
him works of others, and at the same
time, to question the originality of many
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of his writings because they were not
compatible with his line of thought.
These plausible claims, in fact, have
generated much debate on the
philosopher intended meaning, a state of
fact which led Ibn Tufail, in his
introduction to Hayy Ibn Yagzan, to
point to many contradictions and
inconsistencies in Al-Ghazali’s
productions, and therefore make him
prefer the chief sheikh (Avicena) over
him.

So within that debate, many readings
and interpretations to  Al-Ghazali
thought and works have been produced
depending on the theoretical
underpinnings informing those
methodological approaches followed in
that endeavor. So in light of this context,
the present paper aims to reveal the
diversity and innovation in Al-Ghazali’s
thought and works reflected in the
different interpretations and readings in
the literature so far.
Keywords : Al-Ghazali;
Ash’arite; Albatiniyah
Ghazali’s thought.

Avicena;
Sufism; Al-
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