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The question of citizenship in Greek philosophy between ideality,
factuality and universality: Platon, Aristotle and Stoicism
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“Summary

This study aims to address the
concept of citizenship and the different
interpretations it took within Greek
philosophy over three periods of thought:
Plato, Aristotle and Stoicism.

The result shows that this concept is
strongly linked to the Greek city, also to
the nature of Greek society which admits
social stratification, where citizenship is
only offered to the individual whose origin
is Greek, it is his only right to participate
in the management of the state.

In the light of this reality of social
stratification, three approaches to
citizenship appear an idealistic approach,
which aims to build a correct society
within an ideal republic, the second
approach, consists in building a realistic
citizenship on real land, the third it is a
universal approach that encompasses all
of humanity.

Keywords: Citizenship, ideal
citizenship, real citizenship, universal
citizenship.
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«Selon cet usage classique, les nations sont des communautés
d’origine, intégrées géographiquement par la colonisation et le
voisinage, culturellement par le langage, les mceurs et les traditions
communes, mais pas encore politiquement au moyen d’'une forme

d’organisation étatique.»(Habermas, 1998, p:70)
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