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Abstract:

In this article, the author first of
all looks at epistemological and
methodological issues, related to
comparative studies in the social
sciences are addressed. The
starting point is a discussion of the
meaning of comparison, its rules
and its presence in science, and in
everyday life. It follows the
presentation and critical appraisal
of the perspectives, regarding
comparison as a scientific method.
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There are numerous reasons
that comparative research has
come to take a place of honour in
the social science. Globalization
has been a major factor, increasing
the desire and possibility for
exchanges, and intellectual
curiosity about other cultures.

The article address in more
detail those studies that can be
defined as trans-contextual (cross-
national and cross-cultural), with
emphasis on the main
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methodological and  technical
challenges they face. This study
goes on then to emphasis major
problem in comparative research,
is that the data sets in different
countries may define categories

differently, (for example by using
different definitions of concept) or
may not use the same categories

Keywords: comparison;
comparability; self-centeredness;
standardization.
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