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Innocent passage as a restriction on the coastal State's
sovereignty over its territorial sea
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Abstract:

The coastal State exercises
sovereignty over its territorial sea.
Under such sovereignty, it has the
right to regulate the area as it deems
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appropriate laws, regulations and
conditions preserving its security;
But the requirements of maritime
navigation require that there are no
conditions and restrictions governed
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by them so that all foreign vessels are
free to navigate, in order to try to find
some balance between these two
issues, international conventions
have established the so-called right
of innocent passage. in order for
such passage to acquire innocence, it
must meet the conditions established
by international conventions.

The main objective of this study is
to identify issues relating to the right
of innocent passage, in particular the
conditions governing it. as well as
the coastal State's rights to regulate
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such traffic as well as its duties,
which are the rights of foreign vessel.

This study found that innocent
passage, although a restriction on a
coastal State's sovereignty over its
territorial sea, is not exercised
indiscriminately by foreign vessels
but rather complies with the
conditions governing passage in
order to avoid any prejudice to the
security of the coastal State.

Keywords: territorial sea; Coastal
State; sovereignty; Foreign vessels;
Innocent passage.
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