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Arabic has distinguished itself from other languages by two major phenomena:
polysemous words on the one hand, and the ability to permit the extension of
semantic meaning on the other hand. One of the strangest linguistic phenomena in
Arabic is antonymy; which, despite the controversy about it, remains established
and undeniable. This study aims at identifying some of the views of the early
linguists on antonymy, especially among those who study the Holy Quran, such as
Ibn Qutaybah, as well as the views of late philologists such as Al-Zamakhshari.
This task is carried out in view to determine the degree of interest and areas of
agreement between early and late Arab linguists in this linguistic phenomenon. We
seek to achieve this by balancing the views of two linguists from two different eras,
Ibn Qutaybah and Al-Zamakhshari, in terms of their approach to antonymy, their
analysis of some examples in Arabic.

Keywords: language, philology; antonomy; Ibn Qutaybah; Al-Zamakhshari.
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