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Abstract:

The crime of illegal speculation is one of the practices that has
become distressing to the consumer and threatens the security and
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stability of society, especially in light of the outbreak of the covid-19
pandemic, where the Algerian citizen was surprised every time by the
disappearance of some goods from the markets and their scarcity,
which prompted the Algerian legislator to introduce a special law to
combat illegal speculation, Law No. 21/15.

The crime of illegal speculation, like other crimes, is based on three
pillars, the legitimate pillar, the moral pillar and the material pillar, and
the latter has raised many problems regarding the classification of the
crime of illegal speculation among material crimes or moral crimes.

The study concluded that the crime of speculation can not only be
based on a material pillar, but also requires a psychological and moral
pillar that embodies the public and private criminal motive to commit
the crime, and the achievement of profitable purposes behind it.

key words: lllegal speculation- Damage - penalty - Material pillar-
Criminalization.
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