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Summary :

The role of Algerian scholars in preserving the linguistic
heritage (Arabic language)
During the Ottoman era (1518 AD - 1830 AD)

Algeria set under the Ottoman rule in 1518 AD, and became one of
the Ottoman states, which was deemed as a kind of protection against the
many European colonialist ambitions, especially the Spanish ones. The
Ottoman presence in Algeria had two completely different sides; The first
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of them is miserable, represented in the Ottomans’ control over power
and the deprivation of the Algerians from taking power, and the injustice
toward the people while burdening them with more and more taxes.

The second is a luminous side represented in the protection of the
Algerians against the Crusader European foreign enemy, and the
establishment of a stable and strong (Islamic state) as the economic and
cultural aspect witnessed a remarkable recovery. Jihad was the common
point that linked the Algerians and the Ottomans together in Algeria,

The Algerian scholars during the Ottoman era were very interested in
various sciences and arts, including; Arabic language sciences, Sharia
sciences in its various disciplines, as well as the Shariaa sciences in its
various forms...

In the sciences of the Arabic language, the authorship knew a variety
of kinds, as their linguistic contributions varied, but they were limited to
explaining grammatical textbooks, summarizing them, organizing them,
and commenting on them... They also had other contributions to language
sciences, such as the sciences of rhetoric, theology...

In this paper, we will shed light on the aspect of authorship in the
Arabic language, and how Algerian scholars were able to preserve our
linguistic heritage and as well the presence of the Arabic language in
schools, zawayah, Quran schools and other institutions of knowledge,
despite the difficult political, economic and social conditions in that era.
There were a large number of eminent scholars in linguistics who made a
significant contribution to preserving the linguistic heritage and teaching
the Arabic language. Among them, we mention; Muhammad Badawi al-
Jaza’iri, al-Saeed Qaddoura, Abd al-Karim al-Fakun, Muhammad ibn Ab
al-Mazmari al-Touati, Sidi Abd al-Karim ibn M’hamed al-Bakri al-
Touati... The paper will address all of this within the following themes:

The political, social and cultural situation of Algeria during the
Ottoman era.

The role of knowledge in Algeria during the Ottoman era.
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Contributions of Algerian scholars in linguistics and their role in
preserving the Arabic linguistic heritage.

The role of Algerian scholars in enriching and preserving the Arabic
language during the Ottoman era.

Keywords: Algerian scholars/ Ottoman era/ linguistic heritage/
heritage preservation/ Arabic language.
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