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Muslim Justice in Algeria during the 19th century

In ""Mahakim Sharia" documents and legislation of the
colonial state
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The Muslim Law courts represents a fundamental station in Algerian-French | Received:
relations during the 19th century, as it represents a set of values, components and 2023/01/23
institutions of society, including Islam, Wakf, Identity and property. The Muslim
courts also constituted a major Significance of the political colonial state and Accepted:
reordering it in the French authority, and this process took place from the colonial | 2023/01/31
authority during the occupation period, and the struggle over the rights of the

Islamic judiciary did not stop at the end of the 19th century. Key words:

This study attempts to track the status of the Muslim Law courts in Algeria | Muslim Law
through two types of documents, one of which is local, which is the “Mahakim court.s;”“Mahakim
Sharia” documents, and the other issued by the colonial authority, which is ggéclalrientg
judicial legislation what is the value of the scientific article provided by these judicial Ieg’islation'
documents? And to what extent did the contracts of judges reveal the extent of | ‘ajgiers: 19th
the change that affected Islamic courts and the rights of judges? century.

This study aims to introduce these documents and the difficulties that the
researcher faces in dealing with them, as well as identifying their characteristics
and importance in historical writing on the subject of the judiciary and its
relationship to the components of the Algerian society during the occupation
period.
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