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The French occupation of Algeria in 1830 led to migration of a huge number of
Algerians and their subsequent settlement in Ottoman territories. The Ottoman
government received these immigrants and treated them as its own citizens as
long as they were not bearers of French nationality. It provided them with suitable
accommodation and gave salaries to scholars and VIPs among them. As for the
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Algerian peasants and farmers, the Ottoman government provided them with Keywords:
technical tools to practice their farming. These immigrants consisted of men, | Algerian
women and children. Some were good at farming and some were skillful at other | immigrants, the
vocations. However, there were others who had no skills. The government treated | Levant, French
each of them based on their potentials. These immigrants had refused the | protection,
protection of any other foreign country due to their trust in the Ottoman | nationality, Amir
government that it would treat them the way it treated its own citizens. Abdul-Qadir.
This immigration has however created some apprehensions and problems for the
Ottoman government, most prominent of which was its concern about Algerians
who held French nationality. The Ottoman government feared that some of them
might be used by the French government to serve its goals. This made the
Ottoman government adopt a strict screening method .

This research that majorly relies on documents from the Ottoman Archives aims
at throwing light on the topic of immigration of Algerians to the Levant and the
worries such immigration caused for the Ottoman government. The research also
looks at the measures the government took to settle them on territories under its
control, and to prevent the French government from using them as tools of
political blackmail. The research equally explores the pivotal role played by
Sheikh Abdul-Qadir Al-Jazairi — being a famous and highly respected personality
— in facilitating the settlement of Algerian immigrants in the Levant and in
solving problems that occasionally erupted between the immigrants and the
Ottoman government.
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1992, s.146-158.
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