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Linguistic and Mental in Clues in Contemporary
Reading of the Holy Quran (critical study)

Abstract

Modernist Arab thinkers have presented the term "reading" as a substitute for
interpretation as an approach and goal. They have resorted to contemporary approaches
of modernist linguistics. However, the contemplators of how these scholars exploit the
language note a lack of approach to dealing with language, that suits the nature of the
Quranic text; we notice that these readings bear a lot of concern and contradiction in the
use of linguistic and mental evidence in the process of reading. In this paper, we try to
identify these evidence by analysing and criticising the book: The Book and the Qur'an by
Muhammad Shahrour.

Keywords: Quranic discourse - contemporary reading - interpretation - rules of
interpretation - linguistic clues - mental clues
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