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The Rhetorical Device of Apostrophe and its Semantic
Performancesin the Prophetic Discourse
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Summary:
The Arabic language often preserves distinctive features at the level of its stylistic
formulation, endowing its "structure" in the stylistic aspect with methods that
bedazzle the ears, draw attention, and make the addressee engaged with the
speaker. One of these methods is the "style of digression," where the "shifting"
manifests in speaking from a speaker to an addressee, an addressee to a third
person, and vice versa. This conveys semantic and stylistic values and imprints
consistent with the state of the "recipient" addressee, revealing the speaker's
understanding of their intention and the addressee's situation requirements.
Therefore, the speaker adopts different speech styles to suit the varying
contexts.The digression has taken various forms and images that combine two
different speech structures, which made the scholars of Arabic classify it under
the science of meanings (Ilm al-Ma'ani), as the speech departs from the apparent
requirement to achieve a benefit. It is also considered part of the science of
rhetoric (llm al-Badi') because it gives the text beauty and approval in the eyes of
the recipient.The study of digression, in summary, focused on the different forms
of digression in the Prophetic discourse, which reflects the eloquence and rhetoric
of the Prophet (peace be upon him) in using this style when he makes the listener
move between "pronouns” in search of meaning and an awareness of the hidden
subtleties behind the Prophetic text.
Keywords: Remediation, weakness, deficiency, remedy, grammatical structures
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