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Speech Acts in the Novel "Sweat on Paper" by Omar Abbas:
A Discursive Study in Light of Searle's Theory
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Summary:

Discourse analysis is built upon numerous linguistic and non-linguistic
issues, establishing the foundation for linguistic events. It aims to understand and
delve into their meanings, as well as to explore their diverse purposes according
to their contexts. This is accomplished through the mechanisms it provides for
approaching prose and poetic texts, alike. Among the prominent issues in
discourse analysis are speech acts, which have received significant attention in
various approaches. Searle, in particular, has made significant contributions
regarding the classification and analysis of speech acts. How can we interrogate
and analyse these acts and apply them to the text "Sweat on Paper" by Omar
Abbas? The objective of this study is to uncover the prominent features of speech
acts in the text, as classified by Searle into five categories: directives, commissives,
expressives, assertives, and declaratives. Furthermore, we conclude that this
novel is suitable for analysis using a discourse analysis approach, as it extensively
encompasses all these categories. The researcher has the capability to utilize
them effectively in the study.

Keywords: Speech acts, discourse analysis, propositional speech, Algerian
narrative discourse, Sweat on Paper novel
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