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The Cognitive Patterns in the Book ‘Secrets of Rhetoric’
by Abdul Qahar al-Jurjani
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Summary:
In this research, we seek to approach the rhetorical discourse of
Abdul Qaher al-Jurjani in his book “Secrets of Rhetoric”, by adopting
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the approach proposed by Michel Foucault to discover the cognitive
paradigms that constitute cognitive (scientific) discourse. It is an attempt to
test the validity of the approach adopted in the study of Arabic texts, as
well as the ability to analyze the rhetorical discourse in the book “Secrets
of Rhetoric” according to a contemporary method and procedural
mechanisms. We have started from issues, perhaps the most prominent of
which are: To what extent will we benefit from the Foucauldian approach
and the extent of its validity in applying it to critical and rhetorical codes in
the Arab heritage? And what are the cognitive patterns that were evident
in the speech of Abdul Qahar Al-Jurjani? Did these patterns influence the
direction of his rhetorical and miraculous lesson?

Keywords: cognitive patterns; Michel Foucault; discourse; Secrets of
Rhetoric; Archeology
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