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Abstract: This article attempts to study the theme of the most important
historical and mythological backgrounds that the contemporary Syrian poetic
discourse solemnized, by studying the poet of the contemporary Syrian poet
Muhammad Hamdane, entitled “In the Hands of the Ocean”. These backgrounds
constituted an important reference on which the poems of the collection of
poems relied, and transferred them from their reality, historical and mythological
spaces to the poetic text space, focusing on its overall dimensions, with its
symbolic signs, and the openness of these dimensions with its semiotic references
to contemporary Arab reality, which is deteriorating humanly, culturally,
artistically, cognitively and politically, to indicate the entirety of the corrupt
structures that ruled and still control the structure of contemporary Arab life, its
relationships and values, and its ethical and cognitive systems. The poems evoke
history and ancient myths, not a celebration of the glories of this history, nor the
heroes of these myths, but rather as a witness and a guide to a contemporary
Arab time, every day it descends rapidly to the abysses/shafts of the bottom,
where the inhabitants of this time lose their freedom and dignity, starve and
become homeless, and drowned into a hail of tragedies, gloominess and
blackness that do not evacuate. Hence, this collection of poems has celebrated
the ideology of rejection, and consecrated it in the language of poetic discourse,
and in the vision of this discourse, and the extension of this vision in the times of
the Arab world, its cities, and its relations. This vision does not exclude a certain
Arab time, or some Arab city, or a specific social and political system. Rather, it is
a vision that strips and unmasks everyone, and condemns the faults of all of this,
whether settling, or migrating.
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