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Self-images in Narrative Discourse
The Short Story “Bayt min Lahm” (House of Flesh) by Youssef Idris as
an Example
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Abstract:

In this study, we seek to clarify the manifestations of self-images in
narrative discourse through the short story “Beth of Lehem” by Youssef
Idris. It seemed to us that the discursive aspect of this text is very prominent
and that the author's care in it is essentially aimed at formulating it in such a
way as to make the presence of the discourse more important than the story.
The fact that this short story shows the features of the self that is essentially
speaking makes it a text filtered by the beliefs and judgments of the
speaker, and the positions he shows of himself regarding what he says and
toward the addressee. Our attention then focuses on the identification of
three aspects which reveal the mechanisms of functioning of the discourse
and the methods of production of meaning, namely: the self-image which
creates the discourse, and the reasons for the inflation of the discourse
versus the atrophy of history; Self-image based on modalized discourse.
The self-image seeking to convince, whether at the level of the character's
speech or at the level of the narrator's speech.

Keywords: Self-image, Narrative Discourse, Enunciation, Modality,
Argumentation
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