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The Caliphate from a Twelver Shiites perspective
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Abstract : The Twelver Shiites believe that the appointment of the imam or
caliph of the Muslims is a matter that is strictly related to doctrine and
decided by divine revelation. So the caliph according to them has to be
chosen by God, and recommended by the Messenger, (may God’s prayers
and peace be upon him). As a consequence of this belief, a major
disagreement ensued leading to the emergence of two different
interpretations. Therefore, the Shiites believe that, as proven by the Qur’an
and Sunnabh, the caliphate and the imamate after the Messenger of God, (may
God’s prayers and peace be upon him), is the exclusive right of Ali, (may
God be pleased with him). However he was the victim of a great injustice
when he and his descendants were denied this right by the Companions. It is
this particular perspective which has greatly shaped the Shiite faith
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