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The role of new media in raising awareness and family counseling for parents of autistic children in
Algeria: A survey observation of a sample of Facebook activists
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Abstract:

The present study highlighted the role of new media in raising awareness of the spread of the
autism spectrum, which has become one of the problems that afflict governmental policy in
society due to the growing size of the problem, and the parents who are suffering as a result of
their lack of expertise and difficulties in dealing with their children because of social stigma on
them. It is worth mentioning that parents need awareness and family guidance to properly deal
with their children in order to help them. It is true that media; nowadays, has become an outlet for
parents that meets their various needs, and Facebook is considered one of the most important
communication sites which witnesses effective movement and activity for civil society
associations which are active in this field. In this research, we relied on analytical descriptive
approach through observation tool and qualitative content analysis to learn about the nature of
awareness practiced through Facebook by associations and their role in family counseling and
caring for autistic children. The study concluded with important results that reflect the important
role of civil society and specialists in sensitizing the problem, containing autistic children, and
guiding parents to the correct treatment by presenting trainings to provide experiences and
positive view that opens up hope and relieves pressures and depression on them through
integrating children into society and consider them as unique children who can be productive in
society with appropriate methods. Also, the contents and published contents across targeted
pages varied, aiming to achieve awareness, family guidance, acculturation, education, coaching,
and training to improve both physical and psychological condition of parents and their autistic
children.
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