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Abstract

The contemporary electronic press assumes an unparalleled role in the
realms of education and citizenship, wielding substantial capacity to train and
educate local groups lacking regular access to information or obtaining it only in a
limited capacity. Echorouk Online exemplifies this transformative role, functioning as
a pivotal platform for disseminating values and culture, thereby affording
opportunities for capability enhancement and knowledge integration. This research
endeavors to scrutinize the citizenship values that Echorouk aims to instill in the
public through its website.

The findings of this study reveal that the Echorouk Online website
incorporates numerous citizenship values aligned with the constitutional and moral
laws of Algeria. These values are purposefully infused to fortify citizenship behaviors.
This paper contributes to an enhanced understanding of the Algerian electronic press,
specifically focusing on the Echorouk Online website, as a facilitator of citizenship
values within Algerian society.
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Citizenship Values in the Algerian Electronic Press: A Case Study of
Echorouk Online - An Analytical Examination

1. Introduction

Electronic media has emerged as a crucial channel through which states
disseminate and fortify the principles of citizenship, benefitting from the
expansive reach of these platforms to engage with a broad spectrum of the
populace. Echorouk Online, a prominent Algerian website, assumes a
noteworthy role in serving as a conduit for discourse on political and legal
matters, boasting a substantial following within the nation. This investigation
endeavors to discern the underpinning values of citizenship propagated on the
Echorouk Online platform, elucidating the ideological foundations the electronic
newspaper seeks to establish, employing a descriptive research methodology.

1. Study Subject and Data Collection Tools:

1.1. Problematic

Citizenship is widely construed as the state of belonging to a society whose
constituents are united by shared social, political, and cultural traits within a
specific national jurisdiction. This affiliation encompasses both the entitlement
to rights and the concomitant assumption of responsibilities. The conceptual
framework of citizenship is intricately interwoven with other constructs, notably
the notion of the State. Citizens are endowed with inherent human rights that
necessitate recognition, concurrently accompanied by a repertoire of societal
obligations they are obliged to fulfill.

Prior to the discharge of civic responsibilities and the assurance of rights, it
becomes imperative for the state to undertake initiatives aimed at fortifying the
foundational principles of citizenship within the populace. Such initiatives hinge
on a multifaceted approach encompassing educational strategies, training
programs, and media dissemination, with particular emphasis on electronic
journalism. In the context of this investigation, the focal objective is to discern
the predominant values of citizenship propagated by Echorouk newspaper
through its online platform. This endeavor is driven by the following inquiry:

What are the values of citizenship that Echorouk newspaper seeks to
establish through its website (Echorouk Online)?

A set of sub-questions arise from this question:

1) What are the values of citizenship included in the Echorouk Online website?
Questioning indicators:

e The value of belonging.

e Loyalty value.
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e The value of freedom of expression and respect for other opinions.

e Equality value.

e The value of responsibility and liability.

e The value of cooperation.

2) What are the dimensions of citizenship values included in Echorouk Online?
Questioning indicators:

=  Awareness.

= Tolerance.

=  Moral education.

= Environmental education.

= Health education.

= (ritical thinking

1.2. Methodology of the study

Citizenship, as a multifaceted concept encompassing social, legal, and political
dimensions, serves the overarching aim of societal development and the
advancement of the state. Central to this notion are the principles of equality,
democracy, and transparency. The pursuit of a robust democracy stands out as a
noteworthy hallmark that societies aspire to achieve, irrespective of their diverse
cultural, social, and intellectual backgrounds. This universal quest for
democratic ideals is underscored by the tangible positive impacts that
citizenship exerts on the overarching objectives of the state.

This research paper aims to discern the foundational values of citizenship
actively promoted by Echorouk newspaper, particularly through its online
platform, in its coverage of the electoral campaign leading to the legislation of
June 12, 2021. In addition to elucidating these values, the research endeavors to
delineate the dimensions of such values and assess the extent to which they align
with the aspirations of Algerian society. Moreover, the inquiry delves into their
compatibility with the prevailing social, political, and economic transformations
within the country.

A critical facet of this investigation involves scrutinizing the actual media
practices of Echorouk Online newspaper, shedding light on how the outlet,
through electronic means, contributes to the activation of citizenship values
among diverse populations. This evaluative approach serves to gauge the real-
world impact of Echorouk Online's media treatment in fostering citizenship
values within an electronically interconnected society.
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3. concept definition

3.1. Value definition

Value, as a linguistic construct: emanates from the triple verb "risen,"
signifying cessation, moderation, and elevation. It denotes the inherent worth of
an object, encompassing both the deserving nature of the entity and the
magnitude of interest and benefit associated with it, derived from the verb
"values."

Furthermore, the value of an item is equated with its price in the calendar,
prompting expressions such as "resist it among themselves" and inquiries into
the extent of accomplishment, as exemplified by the query regarding the worth
of one's camel. Historically, a nation's value was quantified at one hundred
dinars, highlighting the monetary equivalence of this unit. In the context of
righteousness and the calendar, the people of Mecca regarded upright property
as the epitome of value for their community. The hadith reinforces this
perspective, asserting that if the Messenger of Allah does not will it, Allah,
being the denominator, determines the value for them. This concept elucidates
that the value of an object is contingent upon its predetermined assessment (Ibn
al-Manzur, p. 37-38).

Idiomatic conceptualizations of value: as expounded by various scholars and
researchers, encompass diverse perspectives. Some posit that values derive
intrinsically from the objectives we aspire to accomplish or the desires we seek
to fulfill. In this context, Ahmed Zahran's elucidation posits that value is the
orchestration of mental and emotional predispositions directed toward
individuals, entities, and diverse facets of activities. Conversely, an alternate
viewpoint posits that value represents a collection of acquired preferences
instilled through individual learning. Iman Abdullah Sharr articulates this
perspective, asserting that values constitute a set of ethical benchmarks and
norms shared among individuals, serving as a collective standard against which
they gauge and assess their conduct (Zahran, 2003, p. 158).

Value procedurally: Procedurally construed, value embodies the connotations
of stability and incorporates the facets of care, righteousness, and integrity.
Thus, value may be delineated as a particular criterion by which entities and
activities can be evaluated with regard to their moral standing, acceptability,
aesthetic merit, and overall positivity or negativity.
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3.2 Definition of citizenship

Citizenship is linguistically linked to the concept of citizenship historically,
which developed from the development of the concept of state or city in the
ancient world of the Greeks and in the Roman era, so the Latin origin of the
word citizen clearly explains the true meaning of the term citizenship. The
English word “Citizen and Citoyen" are derived from the Latin word CIVITOS,
which refers to the citizen of the city. Citizenship is also a description of a
citizen who works to develop the city in which he lives, and it is the sum of the
qualities and characteristics of a civilized citizen who enjoys specific rights and
duties within a particular city (Titi, 2014, p. 35).

Citizenship idiomatically: @ The Encyclopedia defines citizenship as a
relationship between an individual and a state as defined by the law in that state,
including the duties and rights contained in those relations, and indicates a
guarantee of a rank of freedom with the accompanying responsibilities, and
confers citizenship with political rights such as election and assuming important
positions (Rouba, 2015, p. 35), citizenship was presented in most research as a
legal case where citizenship gives individuals rights in the political system to
which they belong, at least as the right to exist and participate in the political
system For the state (Halilo, 2013, p. 232). It was also defined as a set of
standards for building and preparing a good citizen who believes in democracy,
consultation, respect for the other opinion, commitment to belonging to the
homeland and defending it, and actually contributing to building his society by
making rational decisions and the individual's ability to adapt and coexist with
the civilization of the age in his society (Zahhaj, 2017, p. 20).

Citizenship procedurally : Citizenship is a legal and political condition that
enables individuals to enjoy their rights under the prevailing political system,
and citizenship is also a deep belief in these rights, such as the right to vote and
freedom of opinion and affiliation.

Citizenship Values : It is the intellectual framework of the principles that
govern the individual's relationship with society, developing within him a sense
of social and belonging, thus rising above the limits of duty, sensing the
responsibility entrusted to him to advance his society and his homeland, and the
values of citizenship are derived from the higher human values, falling to the
deep level of understanding the reality of the individual's existence within the
general construction of society, and his orientalism for the future of his universe
(Al-Hiari, 2014, p. 521).
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Values of citizenship procedurally:

It is a set of principles and foundations that regulate the relationship of the state
with the citizen, enable him to understand his rights and duties, and develop his
sense of social responsibility towards his state and society.

3.3 Definition of electronic journalism

Idiomatically: Electronic publishing channels disseminate press content
periodically, amalgamating principles from journalism and sequential file
systems. This medium encompasses current events and is accessed through the
Internet (Amin, 2007, p. 94). Additionally, it is characterized as a recurring
electronic publication featuring up-to-date information, spanning general or
specialized topics, and is accessible online (Kanan, 2014, p. 8).

Procedurally: Periodicals disseminated via electronic publishing platforms and
accessible on the Internet encompass news articles, covering contemporary
occurrences, and may manifest as either physical print editions or solely exist in
electronic format.

4. Research Methodology and Data Collection Tools

4.1. Research Methodology

Methodology, etymologically rooted in the concept of the approach taken along
a given path, conveys the notion of a prescribed manner. Consequently, the term
"method" pertains to the procedural course adopted. Scientific research methods
are often used interchangeably with research methods. The method, as
elucidated by (Gharbi 2009, p. 71), denotes the systematic procedure undertaken
by a researcher in the examination of a given problem with the objective of
ascertaining veracity. In light of the study's subject matter, the descriptive
approach will be employed, wherein the phenomenon of citizenship values on
the Echorouk Online platform will be delineated and diagnosed. The intent is to
elucidate the rationale behind its manifestation, delineate its characteristics, and
elucidate the interrelationships among its variables

4.2. Information Collection Tools:

The instrument is defined as the tool employed for the acquisition,
categorization, and arrangement of data and information. In the context of this
study, emphasis will be placed on utilizing the content analysis framework. This
approach involves an examination of the content within Al-Hadi Al-Senussi's
articles, wherein the focus is on discerning the conveyed meanings. These
meanings are communicated through linguistic or iconic means, or a
combination thereof. Content analysis represents a research methodology
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characterized by an objective, systematic, and quantifiable depiction of the
explicit content found in messages, with the primary goal of interpretation. The
analytical process adheres to explicit and precise guidelines, enabling the
researcher to derive accurate outcomes (Laramie and Valle, 2009, p. 244). The
objective of this study is to deconstruct the internal structures of the published
topics, subjecting them to analysis and interpretation within specific contextual
frameworks, ultimately aiming to ascertain the underlying truth.

4.2.1 Units of Analysis and measurement:

Owing to the inherent characteristics of the subject matter, our dependence will
be placed upon the coherence of the concept, a foundational unit frequently
employed in the examination of values. The coherence of the concept emerges
as particularly suitable for the investigation of the salient topic, necessitating an
apprehension of the overarching significance inherent in the subject (Sidhom,
2005, p. 149).

4.2.2 Content Analysis Categories:

Figure categories: They were as follows :

- Journalistic category: Through this category, we seek to know the
journalistic genres (news, report, investigation, editorial, commentary).

- Category of titles: We want to know the most used types of titles in a
study sample (major secondary, introductory).

- Interactive services category: It is represented in the services provided
by the site from interacting with the contents, publishing and sharing them
through various social networking sites.

4.2.3 Content Categories:

- Subject category: In this category, we study the most prominent topics
in the content of (Bousalem, 2011, p. 196), such as social, cultural, political,
sports, and religious topics.

- Source category: It is the news sources published on the site (news
agencies, media, and reporter, unspecified).

- Citizenship Values: In this category, we study the values of citizenship
(the value of loyalty, the value of freedom of expression and respect for other
opinions, the value of equality, the value of responsibility and commitment, the
value of cooperation).

- Dimensions of citizenship values: The dimensions of citizenship values
include educational, economic, political, and socio-cultural dimensions at the
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local, national and international levels, as defined by Murtaja (Sawaleh, op. cit.,
p. 196): (awareness, tolerance, moral education, environmental education, health
education, critical thinking).

5. Research community and study sample

5.1 Research Community

The meticulous selection of the study population holds paramount significance,
as the subsequent research procedures are contingent upon this decision.
Therefore, it is imperative for the researcher to exercise discernment and
precision in its determination. The research community, as delineated by (Ali
Gharbi op. cit. p. 127), is construed as comprising all lexical entities or units
possessing attributes pertinent to the study. In this study, the units of analysis are
represented by the topics disseminated on the Echorouk Online platform. The
rationale behind opting for Echorouk Online as the focal site for investigation
stems from its pronounced popularity within the Algerian public sphere.

5.2 Study sample

A sample constitutes a subset of the study population that is deliberately chosen,
examined, and subsequently employed for extrapolation and generalization, as
elucidated by (Obaidat et al. 1999, pp. 84, 96). In the present investigation, a
comprehensive survey was conducted encompassing all numerical data
disseminated during the electoral campaign period for the legislative elections
transpiring on June 12, 2021. This temporal span commenced on May 17, 2021,
and concluded three days prior to the elections, specifically on June 08, 2021.

6. Research Limits

6.1. Objective limits:

This research endeavors to examine the civic values embedded within the
editorial content of Echorouk Online during the electoral campaign phase
leading up to the legislative elections on June 12, 2021. The analysis of said
content is undertaken within the framework of predetermined research criteria.
6.2 Time Limits:

This scholarly investigation scrutinizes and explores the citizenship values
prevalent in a specified online newspaper within proximate temporal intervals.
The study focuses on publications released during the electoral campaign
preceding the legislative elections scheduled for June 12, 2021, spanning from
May 17, 2021, to June 08, 2021, three days prior to the elections.
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7. Analytical aspect of the study
7.1. Shape categories:
Table (1): the category of journalistic genre in the articles of Echorouk Online

journalistic genre R %
press release 83 62.87
Report 41 31.06
Investigation 02 1.51
Openning 03 2.27
Commentary 03 2.27
Total 132 100

Through the table, we noticed that the press release is the most used journalistic
arts by 62.87%, followed by the report by 31.06%, followed by the commentary
and editorial by 2.27%, and finally the investigation was adopted by 1.51%.

The rationale underpinning these ratios emanates from the utilization of real-
time functionality, whereby the expeditious dissemination of information to
users is observed prominently in practical application. This substantiates the
omission of alternative disciplines that emphasize profound treatment, such as
investigative pursuits.



Citizenship Values in the Algerian Electronic Press: A Case Study of
Echorouk Online - An Analytical Examination

Table 2: Category of heading type

Category of heading R %
Main 94 71.21
Secondary 25 18.93
Introductory 13 9.84
Total 132 100

Through Table No. (02), which shows the category of titles, we notice that the
main is the most used headings on Echorouk Online by 71.21%, while the
secondary headings came at 18.93%, while the introductory headings came the
lowest percentage by 9.84%.

Based on the foregoing analysis, it can be deduced that the headlines employed
by Al-Shorouk Online newspaper during the examined timeframe primarily aim
to furnish the reader with essential information in a straightforward manner,
facilitating its reception and comprehension in a facile and seamless manner.

Table (3) the category of interactive services

Type of Services R %
Interaction 132 33.33
Publish 132 33.33
Share 132 33.33
Total 396 100

Table 3 illustrates that Echorouk Online newspaper has presented numerous
interactive applications to engage the public actively. These applications
facilitate audience interaction with the content, enabling them to articulate their
perspectives on the newspaper's publications. Furthermore, the platform
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incorporates a noteworthy feature, as previously delineated, namely the
interactive functionality. This particular attribute is designed to engage the
active audience, affording them the opportunity to actively participate in
articulating their viewpoints. Concurrently, this interactive feature contributes
significantly to the enhancement of the content industry.
7.2 Content Categories:

Table (4) shows the category of topics included in the articles of Al-Shorouk Online

Type of topics R %
Political 68 51.51
Social 34 25.75
Economy 23 17.42
Religious 07 5.30
Total 132 100

Through Table 4, the category of topics included in the articles of Echorouk
Online, we notice that political topics dominated by 51.51%, followed by social
topics by 25.75%, economic topics by 17.42%, and religious topics by 5.30%.
The high percentage of political topics is due to the fact that the period studied is
a period of legislative elections, where the newspaper dealt with the study
sample of the electoral campaign and provided the latest developments about it .
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Table (5) the category of news source

News Source R %
News Agency 41 31.06
Reporter 62 46.96
Media 19 14.39
Not Specified 10 7.57
Total 132 100

Through Table 5, the category of news sources included in Echorouk Online, we
find that 31.06% of news sources were news agencies, while 46.96% were from
reporters, 14.39% came from the media, while 7.57% they didn’t specify their
source.

Based on the aforementioned ratios, it is deduced that Echorouk Online
newspaper employed credible information derived from on-site sources in its
management of the electoral campaign for the legislative proceedings of June
12, 2021, facilitated through a network of correspondents spanning diverse
states. This substantiates the newspaper's dedication to adhering to professional
standards in the process of information gathering.

Table (6) the values of citizenship included in the articles of Al-Shorouk Online

Citizenship Values R %
Loyalty 18 6.66
freedom of expression 56 20.74
Equality 43 15.92
Responsibility and Commitment 81 30
Collaboration 72 26.66
Total 270 100

Through Table 6, we notice that the value of responsibility and commitment has
dominated by 30%, followed by the value of cooperation by 26.66%, the value
of freedom of expression and respect
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Echorouk Online articles encapsulated several key citizenship values,
prominently emphasizing the significance of responsibility and commitment as
foundational elements for citizenship. Responsibility is delineated as the
conscientious execution of assigned tasks within stipulated time frames,
rendering the citizen accountable for their actions and tethered to the attendant
consequences. The articles underscored this value by adopting a robust tone
when addressing individuals undermining the system and impugning the
character of the Speaker of the People's Assembly. A stern call was made for
them to desist and bear the repercussions of their reprehensible conduct. This
sense of responsibility was further exemplified in the leaders' entreaty, led by
Ben Ammar, to diffuse tensions, reconcile differences, and prioritize the
common good.

Additionally, the articles underscored the value of freedom and respect for
divergent opinions as integral facets of citizenship. Freedom of expression and
thought were hailed as paramount rights, empowering individuals to
independently contemplate their affairs and raise awareness on pertinent issues.
The value of freedom materialized in discussions on citizens' right to elect
representatives unencumbered by external influences, adhering to legal norms
and conditions.

Equality emerged as another salient value within the analyzed articles,
representing a fundamental moral concept and a pivotal societal requirement.
The issue of shadow areas, grappling with perceived inequalities and injustices,
featured prominently in the discourse, emphasizing the imperative of addressing
and rectifying such disparities.

Loyalty, identified as a fundamental citizenship value, was expounded upon in
the articles, elucidating its role in motivating citizens to actively embody loyalty
and safeguard the nation's security. This duty extended to passing on the value
of loyalty to succeeding generations, encompassing allegiance to the ruler,
compliance with directives, and contentment with governance.

The virtue of cooperation was highlighted as a crucial solution for navigating
through crises in Algeria. Analysts, as cited in the articles, emphasized that
collaboration among conflicting parties was indispensable for problem
resolution, averting inescapable quagmires. Moreover, the value of cooperation
was underscored in the exhortation for civil institutions to robustly engage and
collaborate in effecting change, thereby realizing the aspiration for a revitalized
Algeria.
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Table( 7) Dimensions of citizenship values

Dimensions of citizenship values R %
Awareness 46 17.03
Liberality 11 4.07
Moral Education 47 17.40
Environmental Education 02 0.74
Health Education 103 38.14
Critical thinking 59 21.85
Total 270 100

Through Table 7, we can see that the dimension of health education has
dominated by 38.14%, followed by the dimension of critical thinking by
21.85%, after moral education by 17.40%, after awareness by 17.03%, and after
tolerance by 4.07%.

The contents of articles on Echorouk Online encompass a multitude of facets
pertaining to citizenship values, notably emphasizing critical thinking as a
paramount foundational skill requisite for a citizen's discernment of issues and
subsequent judgment. This cognitive ability encompasses interpretation,
evaluation, explanation, reasoning, deduction, and related facets. Upon
acquisition of these skills, a citizen is empowered to perceive phenomena
objectively, analyze and interpret them within specified social and political
contexts, and proffer solutions and alternatives, thereby reinforcing their civic
presence. The channel actively endeavors to stimulate citizens' critical thinking
by disseminating diverse information regarding political parties, presenting their
programs with analyses and critiques to enable citizens to assess these programs
judiciously based on reliable information.

Furthermore, the articles underscore the dimension of tolerance as a pivotal
element of citizenship values, advocating for citizens' respect for others
regardless of racial, ethnic, or gender disparities. This dimension prioritizes
acceptance and comprehension of diverse opinions or trends, grounded in
principles of forgiveness and understanding. Exemplifying this dimension,
leaders such as Ben Ammar MPs advocate for tolerance and conflict resolution
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for the collective benefit of the nation. Through strategic emphasis on positive
aspects and favorable changes within parties criticized by the populace, the
channel aims to prompt citizens to reevaluate the programs these parties offer.
Another salient dimension addressed in the articles is awareness, signifying
citizens' cognizance of political, social, and economic events in their
surroundings, along with an understanding of their rights and duties toward
society and the state. This awareness encourages active participation in
legislative processes, fostering responsible citizenship for the protection of
individual rights.

A noteworthy dimension incorporated in the articles is health education, aiming
to enlighten citizens about their physical and psychological well-being. The
objective is to promote public health on both individual and societal levels, as
underscored by journalist Kada Amar's reference to the political and health
crises, such as the COVID-19 pandemic. The articles stress the citizen's pivotal
role in overcoming health challenges through awareness of epidemics, infectious
diseases, and the importance of vaccination and prevention.

The dimension of moral education is also prominent, seeking to instill a set of
moral principles and behavioral norms in citizens, fostering professional
conduct in various domains. This emphasis is particularly evident in discussions
regarding the immoral behaviors of certain candidates, exemplified by the
Secretary-General of the Good Governance Front who made inappropriate
statements.

Lastly, the articles integrate the dimension of environmental education, aiming
to draw citizens' attention to the interconnectedness between humanity and the
environment. This dimension underscores the significance of skills, values, and
perceptions concerning this relationship, enabling citizens to coexist
harmoniously with their environment, leverage it to enhance their quality of life,
and contribute to sustainable development in the nation.

8. Results of the study

In the course of this analytical investigation into the content of articles published
by Echorouk Online, our findings indicate the inclusion of various citizenship
values underpinned by constitutional and moral principles. These values
encompass loyalty, freedom of expression, respect for divergent opinions,
equality, responsibility, and cooperation. The infusion of these wvalues is
designed to cultivate and reinforce civic conduct among Algerian individuals,



Citizenship Values in the Algerian Electronic Press: A Case Study of
Echorouk Online - An Analytical Examination

prompting them to embrace a civilized demeanor wherein they comprehend
their duties and responsibilities while freely exercising their rights. This infusion
of values is particularly salient against the backdrop of heightened political,
social, and economic tensions. Its overarching purpose is to equip citizens with
the requisite attributes to navigate and surmount these challenges, underscoring
the necessity of instilling civic values during this critical juncture. The
deliberate emphasis on these values in the publication's content reflects a
positive commitment towards societal well-being, evidencing a sense of
responsibility towards the populace and alignment with the state's direction.
Additionally, the program encompasses dimensions corresponding to citizenship
values, namely awareness, tolerance, moral education, environmental education,
health education, and critical thinking. These dimensions elucidate intrinsic
needs within individuals to contend with the political, economic, and social
transformations capable of undermining established value systems. Echorouk
Online endeavors, through its articles, to fortify these needs, compelling citizens
to acknowledge, embrace, and integrate these values into their way of life within
the dynamic societal milieu.
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9. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the thorough analysis of Echorouk Online's articles has revealed a
commendable commitment to promoting essential citizenship values. The
incorporation of principles such as loyalty, freedom of expression, respect for
diverse opinions, equality, responsibility, and cooperation reflects a deliberate
effort to enhance civic behavior among Algerian individuals. This becomes
especially crucial in the face of prevailing political, social, and economic
challenges. The newspaper's responsibility towards the public and alignment
with the state's direction is evident in its proactive approach to instilling these
values within the citizenry.

Moreover, the program's inclusion of dimensions encompassing awareness,
tolerance, moral education, environmental education, health education, and
critical thinking addresses the deeper needs of individuals amid transformative
societal dynamics. Echorouk Online emerges as a proactive agent in fortifying
these dimensions, aiming to equip citizens with the intellectual and ethical tools
necessary to navigate and contribute positively to their evolving societal
landscape. In light of these observations, the newspaper's role as a promoter of
civic responsibility and values is underscored, emphasizing its constructive
influence in shaping a socially conscious and engaged citizenry within the
complex and dynamic Algerian context.
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