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French Orientalism and its role in the achievement of manuscripts during
the colonial period in Algeria
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Abstract:

EISSN : 2588-2317 ISSN : 1112-8151

French Orientalism is one of the fruits of the contemporary European Orientalist
movement, and among the countries on which Orientalism has been practiced is Algeria.
French Orientalism in Algeria during the colonial era played an important role in terms of
attention to the intellectual, cultural and civilized heritage, and the French occupation
harnessed various material, human and scientific means to do so. Thus, Orientalist studies in
Algeria set out to accompany the French occupation in an attempt to penetrate into the
depths of Algerian society through interest in collecting Arabic and Berber manuscripts.
Therefore, this study aims to highlight the role played by French Orientalism in achieving
and printing manuscripts in the field of Arabic language and literature. Among the most
important elements dealt with in the study are the concept of Orientalism and its relationship
to the French occupation, the beginnings of French Orientalism in Algeria, the Orientalist
school, the Orientalists’ contributions to the collection and realization of Arabic and Berber
manuscripts, as well as the most important Algerians who benefited from the orientalists’
manuscript verification methodology.
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