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Abstract:

The article discusses the problem of adapting and using
psychological tests across cultures. Psychological tests have become
used throughout the Arab environment, but due to the poor transfer
process that was conducted for them; they suffer from several
problems and shortcomings. Most of them give false answers, and
most of their content does not agree with the culture of society. The
shortcomings in it make it vulnerable to cultural biases, which are
considered the biggest threat to the validity of the adapted tests. In
this article, we have tried to emphasize the conceptual framework
and methodological issues in adapting psychological tests in other
languages and cultures and to suggest procedures for verifying their
equivalence. We first touched on some important concepts, such as
the concept of cross culture, the concept of standardization, the
difference between translation and adaptation, as well as an
explanation of the concept of bias and its types (construct bias,
method bias, and item bias) and the concept of equivalence. We also
touched on the methodological framework, distinguishing various
methods that can help identify bias and consequences of cross-
cultural equivalence in test scores, in addition to methods that help
avoid these consequences, by presenting the instructions of the
International Testing Commission (ITC) that focus on procedures for
developing and adapting the test. As well as procedures for applying
and administering the test, and finally procedures for interpreting the
results. We also presented instructions from the University of
Minnesota that call for studying the equivalence of the translated
test at the level of linguistic equivalence, structural equivalence,

psychometric equivalence, and finally psychological equivalence.

Keywords: Test Adaptation; Equivalence; Bias; Cross culture;

International Test Commission (ITC).
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