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“Al-Maraya” or The Fragmentation of Characters
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Abstract:

This research aims to illustrate two things: firstly, the selection of a novel that is different in
its structure and the delineation of its features, and secondly, to test the study of characters
from a narrative perspective and how it connects with the realm of narrative discourse
production.

Therefore, in the novel “Al-Maraya” Naguib Mahfouz chose a different structure. The author
did not construct novel on the conventional narrative structure, where events evolve,
complicate, and resolve. but he chose the characters to be his focus point. In other words,
the characters were the axes from which the narrator began his narration. The novel was
actually mirrors that reflected the characters on the one hand and the narrator on the other
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one. Indeed, the novel serves as mirrors reflecting images of characters selected by the
narrator to be the subject of the story, thus reflecting the narrator's own self through their
stories. Therefore, in the present study, our approach involved analyzing various aspects of
the novel to illustrate its characteristics.

Keywords =must/ not required possible= certainly not certainly, reality; not reality, belief/

attitude of the entity/the syntax/the first unified speaker of the syntax...
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« A premiere vue, ces rapports peuvent paraitre trop divers, a cause de grand nombre de
personnages ; mais on s’apercoit vite quil est facile de les réduire a trois seulement : désir,
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Communications, 8, 1966. Recherches sémiologiques : I'analyse structurale du récit. pp. 133.
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« Il va de soi qu'une conception du personnage ne peut pas étre indépendante d'une
conception générale de la personne ».
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