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The status of the shipper under the international conventions carriage of goods by sea

between legal protection and contractual protection
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Abstract:

The feature of adhesion in contracts for the carriage of goods by sea has been necessitated
by economic factors, which have led carriers, due to the strength of their economic position,
to arbitrarily impose their terms in such contracts, in particular negligence clauses, which
spurred international carriers' efforts in the Brussels 1924 and Hamburg 1978 agreements to
restrict freedom of contract by deciding Conditions excluding or limiting liability are only
valid at specific legal levels , in order to legally protect the position of the shipper. However,
the 2009 Rotterdam Convention, in response to current trade practices, established an
important exception in the so-called "volume contract™ within its Article 80, whereby most of
the provisions of the mandatory liability regime can circumvented, and in which the position
of bargaining power is greater than it was in previous agreements, which led to
reconsideration of the notion of contractual balance in the law of maritime transport of goods,
although this agreement contains sufficient safeguards to prevent misuse and abuse by
carriers.

Keywords : shipper; carrier; carriage of goods goods by sea ; exemption clauses; volume
contract ; Rotterdam Rules.
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W« Par faute inexcusable ces textes entendent « la faute résultant d’un acte ou d’une omission du
transporteur qui a lieu, soit avec lintention de provoquer le dommage, soit témérairement et avec conscience
qu’un dommage en résulterait probablement ». Et, il revient a celui qui entend faire échec au droit

a limitation d’apporter la preuve de I’existence de pareille faute. Il doit prouver :

° gue le transporteur était conscient du risque d’un dommage ;
° et qu’il y avait plus de chance que son comportement entraine des dommages. »

, Stéphane MIRIBEL, I’affaire rosa Delmas : limitation et faute inexcusable, une nouvelle approche ?, DMF
2011, N° 729, p.863.

@ Dans la hiérarchie des fautes établies en fonction de leur gravité, la faute inexcusable se situe en-dessous
de la faute intentionnelle ou dolosive mais au-dessus de la faute lourde,

Voir Stéphane MIRIBEL, op.cit.p.864.

®) Cass.co Vé)zfja_rlvier 1997, DMF 1997, N°570, pp.397-401 ; Obs, Philippe Delebecque..
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Syl Jadl dlia| pesail éi);‘a’\ Oglall @ Layl 5 Shipping Act1984 é_y&\ Bladl e dl Jadl 0gils > g0 Service Contract

.L'Ocean Reform 1998 Shipping Act {OSRA) bzl § ailayll

Kamelia Kolli, Contrat de volume: quels effets ? Quelques lecons tirées du contrat de service américain, revue
générale de droit, volume 46, Nel, p.p150-151.
. 1/80 55Leld 1aliaal ll3 5 - @@

®) The Shipping Act of 1984 of the United States, 46 U.S.C. App. § 1701-1719, as amended by the Ocean
Shipping Reform Act of 1998, .Pub. L. 105-258, 112 Stat. 1902 (1998).
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@ Proshanto K. Mukherjee & Abhinayan Basu bal, A Legal and Economic Analysis of the Volume Contract
Concept under the Rotterdam Rules : Selected Issues in Perspective, Journal of Maritime Law & Commerce,
Volume 40, Issue No. 4, October, 2009, p.6.
@ Kamelia Kolli,op.cit.p.145.
®) Wei Hou, op.cit.p.92.
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© Noro Michelle Rafenomanjato, Volume contracts under the Rotterdam Rules:One step forward or two steps
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oo e 6l (aglanll olusl e 2a3l8 sgaall LY aS, Y 4l laslas dela ux 3,58 Francesco Berlingieri audl oladl 1ia § o
oy ae o> Ladl J}m@wﬁm@lsng‘@.&%’uy| 093 ¢ ol i &,ummgﬁ;ql&qtgxdious\ﬂgﬁu
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noledY
it appears that in order for a contract not to fall within the category of contracts of adhesion it is not
sufficient for certain clauses, such as the freight rate, to be subject to negotiation, whileothers are not. If a
contract form is submitted to the shipper with some blank spaces, relatingto quantities, number and period of
shipments and freights rates, butall other terms are inprint, the contract would fall within the category of
contracts of adhesion™, Francesco Berlingieri, « Freedom of Contract Under theRotterdam Rules » revue de
Droit Uniforme 2009Ne4 p.831 a la p .840, cite par Kamelia Kolli,op.cit.p162.

@ Kamelia Kolli,op.cit.p162.
@ Wei Hou, op.cit.p.372.

®) Nowe Rafenomanjato,op.cit.p.3
SeF_—_§F RS,
,f I ¢ ISSN: 2352-9806 101 EISSN: 2588-2309 202345ud) -02502 11 -10udx L
—

[l NS Qe e a Lolcl=aLn]




/BN NN GY 2 5 3 il 3 Y35 j W3 Y 7 DY 5
W7/ /5

Lublantl B ypell B pa¥! Slal Y pasai aus sl g il

Gl Jaidl wic 79y US43 LesS "Sper mandatory dul! 398 Ll Lol LY sda oo
LS aoMell Antlio Aighs daglds o (po JELIL Sl o (3lats 5 &yl 2odladl (rasas Ll LaS pilia s
GLal3 e had AU Lebud) dailiay oliy cleshall o closdanll quud el dus oo oo Ladl Ll pass
Blasll piladl oLy

Navigabilité de navire asMoll dxllio s pyadny JSLL eb‘ﬁl:}’ﬂ

oSkl o @1 5 &alze¥! =l jlolies &2 lsl Cilszdl 25K (o Laeodlio el Agiad! 2odiay iy
layd5 Cam oy Leld Apaad) Joiid 2odall of 61 dladiade ) Alla Ugamdl @liudy a1 £ LT L (o015 (]
Bdal] cyains G Bdad) e Llom cnloll 2aslisl 5 L cciS @3l 9258 &y dull 5 2ol mLlKey! e
Lele gatll algamtl Jard Baadl 3odliay @lan S bl Lol JSLaw G9s o0 tloll Loy Ldsss
AaSl 3gde 3 BBl dymdl 2l e 1ol Slasdl o s elaall 2odall 4ude 3llale s o dnaulls
Ayl Ggs DDl 2sdlall e 5y

@ Lo ¢ ¥ 5101 5 Joall dmall e Laiay 5,820 (KoM 5)la 09il8 (§ bl UYL 51,8) s
(ISM) 2Dl 5yl 039318 55 s Luals gyl Jaild aaaall clyshasll SLae¥! @ cadisf & alsyig, 4ublas!
Las mludl 3 Lagyde alid¥ 1da o4&l 9.20024 s> (§ 3Ll 1> International Safety Management
oo plAIY 1 (re casald 9 Sjze alayig) A8Las) ol & «Avant et au début du voyagedl>,J| 4,1y wie 9 Jud
Ol pAIYT 1 Gai Bua S o 5+ el ) Ll s o Jasl) e duass e iy ¥ (g 48l 2
Al s e alaslellg <L JALII a13)1 5 Pendant le voyage &yl Ao J1 AL yatice dilax

o L) 8 ¥ le AW :Ls

A (e Sad 3283l (s Lele paguatll Sylasdl ailadl pod Zalaall el Sl sda Jodd
29551 cyasds 85,51 9 JBLL elall ailiad) oL clesdanll 5 loglaoll o Ladl uuds,

5ylaell ailiad! Jas wie o Lad! olal )1

Wgaull e 9719 (e Jblre (o drad WLty adoud) &yl dcgazll alezal 8ylasdl ailadl o)l
3Ladll > 5 sl 1965 A 8,laell code IMDGaLad) Joudl gyl ogslall slazel o3 oLadl s § 9 (Ll
delgal lids Jaull deliadl pax=s 488 e a9 8hsl dladl ble Ladms cains 1974 (4il>013

@ Proshanto K. Mukherjee & Abhinayan Basu bal, op.cit.p.17.
Aasbs Lelals @I soetl) (e 131 as¥ly lally Laogssy Bisd ) edles diaael) 4oML 2odlall Jois @
playiey 48last e o0/ 1485l a3 g lolae¥ly laally Bagias
23 77083UL 1924 0SS 48l 0 1/385LL1 -

a0, 43Lasl e e (/14 811

ISSN: 2352-9806 102 EISSN: 2588-2309 20234 dl -0250]) -10ud L




/BN NN GY 2 5 3 il 3 Y35 j W3 Y 7 DY 5
W7/ /5

SOLAS ;| 3 bl Sl SLasly dalasll Aol 3L ceus G9ilall Lia zlesl o3 LlL> 5 .canlanl]
1983w 35l Lple cidalio (&1 197420l

@ Lok axs Jetm oF (ASH Jr cdaally 33)ly 0585 of bofdn ¥ alladl Syglas of J) 8,L4¥1 s
SISl 5 &l 5 (olea¥ Jodiad ksl Jea Blas pudy LS ¢ izl

8Las) e 3280kl Lids 2u3lazll Aymel) Aaisls pally yasdl ailadl olay palad) SlalUl suxs
e Bylazll piladl e > ladl ais 9 caile ] el b Biliadl 8yskazey JELI o Ladl Hlas] (3 alsyi,
s dudis e e Al Audogudl S o Ladl Jomny 9 Jasdl A ye e Bladl mlslll 5 (lgald Ladg Lowes of
LU

oluilud 5 Sledatll g Sloglall adgs § oo Ladl Slelfdl -2

o Lesd JBUI1 g il iBgll 3 iy o) oo Ladl e piy il alsyigy 2,8Latl cye 2983Lel) Lagdas
0 Ay 9ys dad Gl 9 53T saian o JEL Jgdall sgus 3 2olio a2 ilailuw 9 Siledal g Sloglas e piliadl
Blaty Laud Lyl 9« J8L Ladsesy o oy @1 lblas™ U5 (3 Ley 2aidhe Byguay Llas g ailadl dglie
Lo sl Bl g o Ladl 8L 3l o dlasy i pitall Jaudly 3lass A geall cullaludl 0),85 Loy JBLII Jlizaly
" 2150 5 155 oo Bt 5 Slaslal oo dasly

il g sl QIS5 puks 1 oS diall Sdis § Al o Tobo Y : LN 4411

28,01 Jondn) AleaesS ala Tl e st 03 048 9« V2 umy 39500l 1435 ¢ o alal aelgill Las
La yazall e asdl (o Lo SISSHL Al 6 g ol cpanmr ik aBigty o (AaSTl 39 @ padladl Ayl e
A>T e zoyslly pudladdl &zl s plel Wasle iy Jasll lia GISG)) of o> (faute inexcusable
LBLasl (e 4/80 Salll a8>T e LI ¢ 3zl Iolidl (oSI udall (watie; plays, 2ublasl § ol allasll
~(3)ﬁ‘°ﬂ3)

Lo T Ay bl oo Zegame clia s« atall pe Uasell (Lo g cinyal dzgy ¥ il ] 3,L8%1 a5
I'approche usolll pgeally isliTo.g laadl Lilasy e (de Joudl amy (7 3] cpsall i oS 5laeY!
IS asgs (A (4)Lm,5 Jis Appréciation in abstractos,=ll HLall 6,5% Joull Jsl cns J «in concerto
pladl plladl ae (o0l Al=S dic jguo ue Gdue Eus Abad Gilslga | Bue NS (10 pgall lda wyus=s 3
D Ll ol e sleall Al sy Jas of Aisiadl plase e

508U ¢y Auols lie pilad! furud boie 51 1 clesdad @ity 703773850 (s alAY 1a e (s &3l g8 ol s -
Ui U3 e 3Las 093 Baad) mlas e piladl ot Ul § 7.3 2/774 53U (s IS
e cranms 9 dale Sl W Lids siall Jdis comiz a5 1/13785M) s - @
618U § 4] e JLi2] gf Jad oo Akl Adghue ol e Gudais ¥ g
“ Wei Hou, op.cit.p.319.
©®) Pierer;AI_B‘gﬂassies_pt Christian Scapel, droit maritime, op.cit, p.717-718

AN

[l NS Qe e a Lolcl=aLn]

ISSN: 2352-9806 103 EISSN: 2588-2309 20234 dl -0250]) -10ud L




/BN NN GY 2 5 3 il 3 Y35 j W3 Y 7 DY 5
W7/ /5

llad 18] @ doull calasme o MY ) el 093 (o goguse satall pe sl agda s BDs o)
¥ janll e lasdl pgae oF Jl BLEY Has LS (playigy ublasl gaties ALY p81 (e zoysdl Loy
3 Opdanaty mdazms 48 Lo B glall 3)0all G9ley pacdl i Ladl HUS Lt Jadia o JALII e lazs 3oy
o159, 48Las) (e 32 529cmialll (§ Barzel) Ll plaliU (o tliac] bogpd z1)3)

i JLad] 5 Jad "l janall e Uadl aseie o soms plasiny Builasl e 61551 (s J] gomll s
el Gy ple e g sl e ol Hludll ells Slus| wiady adoiud! wumn cdlall Byl (e SGp
5wl

ol bt Bine (3n 83U o S Glay & Buotalil arilog (g3 sanill ae sl o a3lsl g
pilias 5 el llgud! i § ol 2ueSdl sie § Halall Apmedl a5 (e 2ld) AlaasS syliael ity J)
D im0 g5

O3]

corSU oY pladdl oo Lad) 380 dasde AST Ligild allas it J5laadll L 3y dulydl s alis &
48las) @ Auslantl & pmll ) SU eIl gaall allas o ASdISH gyl Jaudl ie sl 3 2eilal) Aylaxl)
Splayig,

ol SLdlasyl @ el Y pllasdl o sl (pe 3 il Aasmy Joladll 1da e LY iz casall
Slbaall 243 01 ae (oAlSlll 5 oo ladl o gaaall Oilaall Jdlsl palfdl Jb § Agild Lle> dux
dl ool 2l Bpletdl Sl Las¥ e Lesiles Gyl Jaill (e Aasdaiall Laslguall a8y goes oles¥ 5 Lusliazs ¥l
48la31 § LSl sgial Gigslall abalall NS oo HLae¥! s dus 3 g (gadall O3lstll ageae § Llaull sale)
Ot AMall 3 Aols sgaall sda (s Laild (el Vsl el dlay U3 e g Agilall lazeld du,SLI ala 30,
SN e bgyrd M (10 Biwl] Aogilall Ll @) lda 9 (ueLadl Jawgio sl Hlius 9 cal8L
e 2pudladll b LAY e aue e Lagos Lolad 48 p8 9 G Buudlacll & yoell igalall sousedl g &yublazl]
edtane 2SI 392l Ly sy (aglarll o AT ceuladlly JBLII ol

seaall alyl § dallall pmll 4 U 28Tl sgaall zhol Liln oF oaladl 555 of Jsall (Say LS
3ladl o alaysey 4dlasl Jgso alel Lasle sgaall sia JSaT oI QUL 9 ol Y pllasll dags i) 2SS
sl desld
i padl aalll
s

213559, 4,811 (e 61511 -V

213559, 4,811 (e 815LL1 -

ISSN: 2352-9806 104 EISSN: 2588-2309 20234 dl -0250]) -10ud L




/BN NN GY 2 5 3 il 3 Y35 j W3 Y 7 DY 5
W7/ /5

2008 o yall La@l 5l (38l (gl 0gilall (Golayall paw 3gae 1
s, Sl

Ogslall @ Al lyaSull Ay Juid a9yl (ol Jaull ude § Bagusell Adogand) allas g3l ooyl e 1
2008 (H938e oy Badzl 48 ¢ ilitl dasls ¢ yoli])

<ylall

saall (Jadlly gl Ogslall sl Al ladl gmdl Jaddl uae § ublasll Lyzdl (Jlbsygy Zigal .1

2015 .03

Ay ddly Goddl Ame (oposlly J8Lly (> LAl o Ly Wsaildl Acbiadl Jbles (ose cull Jlox e 2

1977 ¥ saall ¢ Jo¥) dud)
A gilall o guaill
sadoud! &ledlasyl

pouyeld Bl yilidl (0 Lale @obiall (pmddl Slaiouy dalasll uelsall (any daogal Adoudl saalall 1

28 suatl dpay ) Byl (1964 sle 02§ 20581 70/64 o3, quls ]l

@ playiny aelsd” sl Bk e Wi of LIS alladd Joudl Jaudl sgany dalanll susill e a8las) 2

3ladl e J5u5 @1 02009 et 23 by Lole audsall Gl zid9 2008 et 01 § Laskeie!

25 1948 ole 31 "gysusla aelsd " el Lole 3T el 3ok (e ailadl Jaud samill @) a8las) 3

1992 jades 01 3lasll n>

Ads W joguadll 4

Gl 0gilall (rasaill 1975 patiee 30 3 @551 (78 Aoyl 5yl (1975 jaiiws 26 § 75501 58/75 a1 1
" oailly Joall

1977 Js,31 10 § 255541 29 Apas )l Byl gyl Og3lall (rasazl] 1976 4553ST 23§ 70581 80/76 131 2
oilly Juall 1 o

TWRIVL|FE| POSJA

Ouvrages :

1. Pierre Bonassies et christian scapel, droit maritime, L.G.D.J 2006.

2. Wei Hou, la liberté contractuelle en droit des transports maritimes de marchandise
I’exemple du contrat de volume soumis aux regles de Rotterdam, presses universitaires
d’aix_ marseille, 2013.

Articles :

1. Kamelia Kolli, Contrat de volume: quels effets ? Quelques legons tirées du contrat de
service américain, revue générale de droit, volume 46, Nel.

ISSN: 2352-9806 105 EISSN: 2588-2309 20234 dl -0250]) -10ud L




/BN NN GY 2 5 3 il 3 Y35 j W3 Y 7 DY 5
W7/ /5

Kamel Haddoum, la nouvelle convention des nations unies sur le transport international
des marchandises effectué entiérement partiellement par mer appelée « Régles de
Rotterdam », revue du la cour supréme, 2011, N° 02.

3. Philippe Delebecque , Obs sur Cass.com, 07 janvier 1997, DMF1997, N°570.

4. Anastasiya Kozubovskaya-Pele, Le contrat de volume et les régles de Rotterdam, DMF
2010, N°713..

5. Dmf, Hors série, 2000, N° 82.

Arréts :

1. C.Cass, 22 Mai 2007, DMF 2007, N° 685.

2. C.Cass, Ch.Com, 30 Novembre 2010, DMF 2011.

240 Salay) dall)

1. Noro Michelle Rafenomanjato, VVolume contracts under the Rotterdam Rules:One step
forward or two steps backward?, revue Neptunus, Volume. 19, 2013Ne2.

2. Proshanto K. Mukherjee & Abhinayan Basu bal, A Legal and Economic Analysis of the
Volume Contract Concept under the Rotterdam Rules : Selected Issues in Perspective,
Journal of Maritime Law & Commerce, Volume 40, Issue No. 4, October, 2009.

3. Stéphane MIRIBEL, 1’affaire rosa Delmas : limitation et faute inexcusable, une nouvelle

approche ?, DMF 2011, N° 729.

Les textes juridiques

1 -The Shipping Act of 1984 of the United States, 46 U.S.C. App. § 1701-1719, as

amended by the Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 1998, .Pub. L. 105-258, 112 Stat. 1902

(1998).

ISSN: 2352-9806 106 EISSN: 2588-2309 20234 dl -0250]) -10ud L




