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Summary:
Since the ancient times, philosophers had been interested in studying

political participation, in the context of their discourse about
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democracy, and the system of governance and the relationship of the
ruler to the ruled. The issue of political participation continues to be
of interest to this day, as it has become the subject of great interest at
all levels, theoretical and empirical, because it is the basis for and a
precondition for any democratic system. There cannot be any talk
about democracy in isolation from political participation, as it carries
the pillars and principals which prevent the rise of dictatorship and
political tyranny. It is also a prerequisite for any economic
development.

In this paper, we will attempt to identify the most important
intellectual and theoretical orientations that dealt with the subject of
political participation, especially the philosophers of the Greeks, also
the ideas of the Arab scholar Ibn Khaldun until the seventeenth
century, where the ideas of the social contract scholars emerge, John
Locke and John Jacques Rousseau and those who came after them in
terms of scholars and theorists.

Keywords: Political participation - Democracy - Intellectual -

theoretical orientations
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