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Abstract:

This study aims at determining the field of gratifications from using social networking sites have
sample of children between 14 and 15 years. A purposeful sample selection after thorough search
depends on what they publish on their accounts on social networking sites in order to figure out

how their desires that they want to fulfill. In fact, using social networking sites in exceeding the
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limits of freedom of expression provided by the electronic platforms to misuse this freedom with
which harm to others. This study shows that the gratifications generated from using Facebook may
be the beginning which leads them later to commit cybercrimes against persons by violating their
privacy as well as defaming them, especially if these children have not provided with the necessary
care that guides them to truly distinguish between freedom of speech as their right, and as infringing
on the others’ rights as an offense punishable by law. Furthermore, working hard and continuing to
develop the idea of the moral dimension and new communication technologies in the children’s
minds are needed to teach them how to use social media in the right way because it offers them
freedom to satisty their needs without compromising the others’ freedom through committing
cybercrimes, the matter that avoids exposing themselves to severe penalties.

Keywords: social media — uses and gratifications — cybercrime
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