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Abstracts

This article has examined the issue of freedom of belief and tried to find an
appropriate answer to this central question: “Does freedom of belief confict with
the punishment of apostasty in Islam or not?”. The answer that this article has
reached after following the Qura’n and the Sunnah and the works of Muslims
scholars is that Islam recognizes freedom of opinion as a right and considers it a
requirement of human dignity. This may be explained by the fact that the followers
of other religions can live in the shadow of the Islamic government and their lives,
property, and reputation are safe from attack like Muslims, and they are not
pressured to accept Islam in any way. But since the absolute freedom of belief does
not exist anywhere in the world and is nameless, Islam is also against chaos in
belief, and in order to protect the privacy of religion and preserve diagnity, it has
imposed the punishment of apostasy in special circumstances. To protect the order
and harmony of the Islamic society and the mental peace and life security of the
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Muslims citizens. The purpose of this article is to show that the punishment of
apostasy is not only a negation of human dignity, but in certain circumstances, it is
a guarantee of the preservation of the integrity of the Islamic society. The upcoming
researche was done with survey method and therefore its contents and data were
collected from library sources.

Keywords: Islam, freedom of bliefe, freedom of expression, punishment of
apostaty, human dignity
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