01 ¢ 23 Al / / (Al-Dirasat Al-Islamiyya) Lo}l olul,dl 22
2023 /05/10 A1 .2 1444 /10 /20
ISSN : 1112-4083

To DoY) el GBI (3 il 5y L] Yl
Debates on the proof of God's existence

in Islamic Arabic contexts
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Abstract:

In the context of Arab Islamic civilization, there was a clear debate between traditionalist and rationalist
approaches over the major metaphysical issues, especially those traditionally included within theology.
Matters related to the Divine Self were the point at which the debate reached its peak. Theologians and
philosophers alike recognized the significance of questions surrounding the nature of the Divine Self, its
attributes, and the nature of divine existence. In the traditional culture, surpassing tradition to engage in
attempts to prove the existence of God rationally was considered an intellectual adventure that involved risk-
taking. Nevertheless, theologians, especially the Mu'tazilites, engaged in this type of inquiry, which resulted in
accusations of heresy being levied against them. Although the Ash'arites tried to distance themselves from the

Mu'tazilites' exuberance, they did not leave the arena of this debate. Therefore, theologians paved the way for
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philosophers, headed by the leading Sheikh, to engage in the matter and present evidence that would impact
how medieval theologians would approach the issue. Ibn Sina's contributions, for example, will be considered
pioneering in what René Descartes will later present in his ontological proof of the existence of God, as well as
the contributions of other modern Western philosophers on this issue.

The significance of addressing the topic of proving the existence of God through rational means within
the Islamic-Arabic context extends beyond the defense of an absolute religious tenet. It encompasses the
demonstration of the existence and validity of this rational approach, as well as the display of the intellectual
courage of speakers and philosophers in elevating the voice of reason, particularly when dealing with
fundamental scriptural beliefs.

Keywords: Traditionalist; Rational approach; Existence of God; Oontological proof; Medieval
theologians; Mu'tazilites; Ash'arites; Ibn Sina.
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