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Summary: Mohammed Ibn Al-hasan al hajaoui al-tha-a-libi (Died on
1956), the politician scholar and the reformist man of state. He travelled to
Hejaz in order to perform the Islamic pilgrimage “Hadj” on 1946 and
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crossed on his way Tunisia and Egypt. He put down his notes and
observations on a paper book.

The importance of the journey is due to the fact that al-thaalibi was
considered to belong to the intellectual elite of the Arab and Islamic world.
He was influential on the academic, religious and political level in the
region. He was Known with his academic attitude and hermeneutics through
the Islamic jurisprudence “Figh”. He was also clearly inspired by his travels
to Europe which provided him with a lot of expertise and models which
he attempted to apply as educational and administrative reform initiatives.

Moreover, the importance of this event is highlighted with the
historical setting of the time; it took place after the second world war. This
had affected many lands, the Arabic and Islamic countries included. Al
hajaoui witnessed therefore the great number of pilgrims compared
to previous years.

Al hajaoui recorded in the diary of his journey what he saw and
witnessed and he described his observations in Tunisia, Egypt and Saudi
Arabia. He wrote also about his meeting with King Abdu Al Aziz and about
the scientific and social conditions in the region. In addition to this, he gave
advise and suggestions in his book about who could the infrastructure
developed and progress achieved in the region. He even came out with a
scheme to expand the holy al-haram mosque in Mekka.

The diary of the journey shed light indeed on his convictions upon
which he based his recommendations and instructions: structure and
education are conditions of progress. His ideas took form in the later years
as a result of favorable financial, political and social settings.
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