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Problems of multiple translations of linguistic and critical terms in the Arab world.
Between terminological reference and the diversity of cultural structures
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Abstract :

The term represents a fundamental key in distinguishing sciences from others, granting them the
uniqueness of the scientific field. It is considered a sign among the markers of constructing their structure. Any
disturbance affecting their terminological system results in a disruption in their system.Terminologies have
varied according to the diversity of scientific and knowledge fields, including: mathematics, biology, medicine,
physics, philosophy, sociology, literature, criticism... etc.As a result of cultural exchange and keeping pace with
modernity, an interaction emerged between Arab and Western cultures, producing a myriad of foreign terms
that are countless, particularly in the fields of linguistics and literary criticism.Due to translation, terminological
chaos occurred because of the presence of multiple translations for a single foreign term, which caused
adisagreement on using a unifying term for a specific concept in a known knowledge field. This posed a
challenge for the Arab researcher, making him hesitant in choosing the precise linguistic and critical term that
aligns with the nature of his study, in addition to the cultural dominance of the Arab world that resulted in this
multiplicity of translations, since it stems from individual endeavours, personal convictions, and diverse
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cultures, each of which strives to use its own translation and impose it on others in the absence of systematic
and scientific coordination among specialized entities.Based on this, this study aims to address the problems of
multiple translations of linguistic and critical terms in the Arab world, which oscillates between Western
terminological references and the diversity of Arab cultural structures.

Keywords: Translation, linguistic and critical term, terminological multiplicity, terminological reference,
cultural structures.
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