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Translation Problem of the Term 'Phoneme’ in Abderrahmane Hadj-Salah 's Work:
Between Heritage Reference and Contemporary Adaptation
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Abstract:

This paper attempts to uncover the problem of the multiplicity of the term *"phoneme™ not among a
number of linguists, but within the work of a single linguist, namely Abderrahmane Hadj-Salah. He is
known as the proponent of the Neo-Khalilian Theory in linguistics and the author of a new interpretation
of the Kitab of Stbawayh in light of his critique of Western linguistics. In his work, Al-Haj Saleh presents
four lexicological options for translating the term *phoneme," all of which have terminological
legitimacy. However, each of these options is surrounded by problematic issues that do not diminish the
effort put forth by their proponent. This paper aims to examine the problem without resorting to
exaggeration or underestimation of the contribution of the Neo-Khalilian Theory to enriching the
terminological lexicon in Arabic linguistics.

Keywords: Phoneme, al Harf, al Sawt, al Harf Sawti ,Neo-Khalilian Theory.
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«For al-Halil evreything begins, at this level, by the possible combinations of hurif -phonemes: "The language of

the Arabs, he tells us, is entirely based on four kinds of combinations: binary, triliteral, quadriliteral and
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« Pour Al-Halil tout commence, a ce niveau, par la combinatoire des_hurif -phonemes: "Le langage des Arabes,
nous dit-il, est entiérement basé sur quatre types de combinaisons: binaire, trilitére, et qu’inéquilatére. ..»*?
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