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The narrative of the city and cultural patterns in the novel The Andalusian House
by Wasini Al-Araj
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Abstract :

The city, as an artistic subject, occupied a great deal of attraction by novelists and researchers alike, and this is
due to the semantic dimensions it reflects on the various elements of the narration that are subject to an artistic
system that governs the novel. Where the narrative image of the city is gradually formed to complete its growth with
the completion of the fictional fabric, revealing through it cultural patterns that express the thought of society as a
fictional reference.

The novel The Andalusian House of Wasini Al-Araj is based on a spatial structure that revealed what is called the
"narration of the place' - where the house represents for the protagonists of the novel belonging, civilization, and
the religious legacy left to them by their Moriscan ancestors, and the city formed a basic space for building this
house, despite its negative connotations. Oran in the novel is the city of exile and walking towards the unknown, and
Granada is the city of torture and forced displacement, while Algeria, where the Andalusian house is located in the
Lower Casbah, is dominated by fear, panic, and the constant threat of demolition.

This trilogy reveals a cultural pattern linked to memory, history, and the search for existential affiliation in a society
dominated by materialism and no longer paying attention to the essence of things.

Keywords: city space, cultural pattern, Andalusian house.
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