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The apparent and the hidden in the novel The
Darkness of Yael, a semiotic approach
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Abstract: This research attempted, based on semiotics, to reveal
the apparent and hidden significance in the novel The Darkness
of Yael by the Yemeni novelist Muhammad al-Gharbi Imran, by
focusing on the structures of characters and space. After the
introduction, it proceeded along two axes: The first: the apparent
and the hidden at the level of characters, and the other: the
apparent and the hidden at the level of space. He concluded a
number of results: The most important of which is that some
characters carry a life story that is completely different from the
perception formed about them at the beginning of the narrative,
and the interiority of the characters contains multiple symbolic
connotations. Sanaa is a space of terror, poverty, and tyranny on
the surface, and on the inside it indicates various imbalances.
Mecca has two faces on the outside: a bright, positive side, and a
dark, negative side. Among the connotations related to Mecca on
the inside are the shaking of certainties, the demolition of
models, and a hidden call to doubt everything.

Keywords: Exterior, interior, characters, space, Yael's
darkness, alchemy.
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