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Abstract:

Today, health and illness is considered one of the fundamental issues in society, where
the sociological dimensions related to the problem of mental illness are of a central
importance in the understanding of mental health problems in Algeria, in the light of
knowledge fields intersection and the theoretical explanation of the illness nature and its
social, cultural and anthropological dimensions; from this starting point, this research paper
came in an attempt to dismantle the mental illness concept, through a sociological approach
that aims to highlight the social aspects of the disease, its socio-cultural structure, the course
of treatment and its problematic in Algerian society, with an emphasis on the social and
cultural background of the meaning of mental illness facing the medical-biological model,
where the aim of the research paper remains in indicating the sociological nature of the
disease as a product of social construction.

Keywords: sociological approach; mental illness; the socio-cultural structure; treatment
problematic
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