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Abstract:
The paper analytically tackles the impact of land tenure systems
on the environment and food security in Sudan. The paper aims
at assessing the viability of land tenure systems and utilizations,
and the reflection of that on environmental degradation and food
insecurity. The paper adopts a case study approach focusing on
Kordofan and Darfur as the most important rainfed areas of
Sudan. The paper relies on secondary information that obtained

from the scientific and consultancy reports as well as the recent
academic studies related to the experience of the Sudan.
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Preliminary data indicate that legislation and laws on land tenure
and exploitation in Sudan have led to a major deterioration in the
environment and natural resources through expansion of
unplanned agricultural investment at the expense of small farmers
in the mechanized farming areas of Kordofan and Darfur. It is
shown that tenure systems do not only affect uses and
productivity of lands, but also the distribution of income, social
justice and food security. Legislations of land tenure and
exploitation systems have led to an imbalance in food security
through the growing marginalization of small farmers and
traditional communities in rainfed areas. The paper seeks to come
up with recommendations that contribute to addressing the
problem of environmental degradation in order to main
tainsustainability of natural resources management and
agricultural investment in the Arab world.
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