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The social and religious conditions of Christian prisoners in Algeria during

the Ottoman era.
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Abstract:

It was the situation that the large number of Christian prisoners in Algeria reached during the Ottoman era

thar made it necessary for the rulers ar the head of power in Algeria to adapr the conditions of these
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prisoners in Algerian society by establishing new institutions of their own, represented in prisons, hospitals
and churches. It is to preserve their lives waiting for their ransoms by their countries. Most of the sources,
especially foreign ones, have treated this issue with some subjectivity, and depicted the Algerian prison
owners’ trearment of them in the worst forms, describing the suffering and persecution they experienced in
Algeria.
Through this study, | tried to shed light on the reality of the situation of the Christian prisoners and how the
Algerian authorities dealt with it at the time, by showing how they lived in society and how they practiced
their own religious rituals, in addition to the health aspect that they enjoyed.
Keywords:
Christian prisoners; Ayala Algeria; Prisoners’ prisons; prisoners'situation; Prisoners Hospitals; Religious life.
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' Anthony benezet: some historical account of guinea. Its situation produces and the general description of

its inhabitants: with some inquiry into the rise and progress of slaves’ trade. Its nature and lamentable

effects. London: W. Dwen, 1772.p p 59-60.

2 Croker Walter, the Guelties of Algerine pirates shewing the present dreadful state of the English slaves and

other Europeans at Algiers and Tunis, with the horrid Barbarities in flicted on Christian Mariners

shipwrecked on the North western coast of Africa and carried into perpetual slavery, London: printed by w.

Hone...1816.p 04-05.
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4 Underhill updithe: The Algerine captive, or, the life and adventures of doctor updithe Underhill, six years

aprisoner among the Algerians, Harford: printed by peter B. Gleason.co 1816.p. 110.

5 Josef Morgan: Acompleat history of piratical states of barbary Algiers. Tunis, Tripoli and morocco, op.cit,

p219.
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7 William okeley: Eben- Ezer: or, a small monument of great Mercy, appearing in the miraculous deliverance
of william okeley. John Amlhonym william Adams, John jephs, john carpenter, from the Miserable slavery of
Algiers with the wonderful means of their escape in Abeat of canvas.., London: printed for Nat,
ponder,1675. P 9-11.

8 Josef Morgan, Acompleat history of piratical states of barbary Algiers. Tunis, Tripoli and morocco, op.cit,
p222.

9Walter Crocker, the Guelties of Algerine pirates shewing ...op, cit, p6.

19°A Short History of Algiers, with a concise view of the origin of the rupture between Algiers and the United
States, 3rd ED. NEW YORK, P, Ublished by Evert Duyckink. 1805. P 93.
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