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Summary

The issue of texts’ interpretation is considered among the questions
that take a central position in the critical and literary studies in the
second half of the twentieth century. At that time, when there was a
standing controversy about identifying successful ways to interpret the
literary text in order to understand it and reveal what it hides because
interpreting texts is considered a new positioning in the consciousness
of the literary speech. Cultural studies are considered among the
omnipresent fields of knowledge that interested in interpreting cultural,
critical and literary texts where they introduced new approaches to
interpret the literary text after they had challenged forms of trustworthy
heritage that depend on the binary centre and periphery .

Edward Said invested principles of the cultural studies and their aims
to interpret the literary texts and read its hidden speeches; he refused,
accordingly, the traditional theories in understanding literature. He
criticized also the different fundamentalist and traditional tendencies
that put the Western culture in a dominant and central position over
other cultures. He did so by studying and interpreting many texts that
had been written by the West about the East, the colonized and African
peoples from one side; in addition to interpreting literary texts written
by resistant authors and post colonialists from another side.

The literary text is not innocent because it hides hidden ties and
ideologies that do not appear to the reader because they cover up behind
aesthetic speeches; therefore, Said examines orientalism as if it is a type
of speech and interprets the Western vision towards the East. He also
widens his basic dissertations that he subtracted in his Orientalism and
his book Culture and Imperialism that he opened a way towards
knowing the other; its culture and the way literature and culture are
linked with imperialism. Edward Said focused on the interpretation of
the novel because the novel is considered as the main literary genres
that portray reality.
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In this respect, we try in this essay to answer some questions, mainly
what is the concept of cultural studies? What is its vision to literary
texts? What is the methodology of cultural studies in interpreting
literary texts? How did Edward Said read and interpret the literary texts
culturally? and What are the ways he used to do that ?
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